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KARL BARTH AS PREACHER AND 
EVANGELIST 


I have always felt that Karl Barth was 
at his best as an evangelical preacher 
rather than as a theologian, and this vol- 


ume: God’s Search for Man, by Karl 
Barth and Eduard Thurneysen, translated 
by George W. Richards, Elmer G. Hom- 
righausen and Karl J. Ernst (Round 


Table Press), confirms that impression to 
a considerable extent. The volume con- 
sists of a series of expository sermons 
preached in the main upon particular oe- 
casions. There is no indication as to which 
of the two preachers is speaking in each 
case, but the similarity and continuity of 
thought appear to indicate that Barth and 
his associate continue in general accord 
with one another. Although the course of 
thought is somewhat disconnected, we dis- 
cern all through the volume the Barthian 
conception of man’s relation to God and 
God’s relation to man, so that we have 
here in homiletie form a good deal of the 
substance of the so-called “theology of 
crisis”. 

Like most expository preaching, how- 
ever, ideas are sometimes read into the 
texts of Seripture before being drawn out, 
and the preachers have not infrequently 
adapted the text somewhat to the theme 
of the sermon. There are even points at 
which the Biblical eritie would find these 
utterances somewhat fanciful. They are 
such sermons, to a considerable extent, as 
would have been preached in, New Eng- 
land pulpits a century ago, especially in 


the sense of certainty and in their appeal 
to traditional conceptions of Christian ex- 
perience which, not altogether fortunately, 
the present generation has lost. As has 
been intimated, the thread of fundamental 
Barthian conceptions runs through the 
volume rather more in flashes than in con- 
tinuous enlightenment. 

The volume has especial value in bring- 
ing out the preachers’ exaltation of the 
lordship of Jesus, even though at some 
points the expository illustration adds but 
little to the evidence. 

One of the translators tells us that some 
of the sermons are simple, others more 
complex. In fact, I should say that some 
of them had almost too much simplicity 
for the trained mind and those which have 
complexity would reach simple Christian 
men by sentimental appeal made with per- 
sonal fervor rather than by intellectual 
penetration. 

When, however, one catches the Barth- 
ian conception of repentance as the one 
experience for man in his approach to 
God, or rather, in permitting God’s ap- 
proach to be made to him, the sermons, 
when transmitted by the living voice, have 
without doubt been tremendously effec- 
tive. Indeed, whenever I have listened to 
Karl Barth, whether from the pulpit or 
in conversation and conferences, I have 
felt that the power was largely in the 
conviction and earnestness of the man 
more than in his words or thinking. 

Perhaps the most significant contribu- 
tion of this volume to one desiring to un- 
derstand the Barthian theology is that its 


fundamental thesis of God’s seareh for 
man is that of His self-revelation in Jesus 


Christ. At many points the helplessness 
of man is brought out and his constant 
danger emphasized,—a constant peril 


which is all the greater just because he is 
constantly unaware of it: “we have for- 
feited our right, even if we have no real 
knowledge of it, even if we refused to 
give it serious thought.” Jesus “ventured 
to meet this peril for us and for us He 
perished in it, thus we know the menace 
which puts our life in jeopardy.” Man’s 
weakness is another of the emphases run- 
ning through all these sermons. “The man 
who is his own master is a poor substitute 
for his true Lord.” We are so impotent 
that “we cannot know and discover by 
ourselves that we have this Good Shep- 
herd.” Only “he who has lost confidence 
in himself will therefore receive guidance 
and instruction on the way he must go.” 
These are the constant emphases of the 
volume. The “Social Gospel” is touched 
upon frequently by concrete illustration, 
with the constant insistence that our re- 
pentant response to God’s search for man 
is the only experience through which we 
can be of any help to our fellow men. 
While I have indicated here what seem- 
ed to me to be some of the weaknesses 
of Barth’s expository method, I want to 
say in closing, that these weaknesses are 
lost and undoubtedly were lost to the hear- 
ers, by the note of conviction upon the 
fundamental thought and appeal of the 
preachers. 
—Charles 8. Macfarland 


Dr. Schaff’s Journal on Holy Week in Rome 


(A friend kindly sends this description from the “Homuletic Review” of 1895, giving a vivid account of “the eternal 
city” in 1842, which we believe our readers will appreciate) 


Rome Fifty Years Ago—Passion Week 
By the late Pror. Puttip Scuarr, D.D., LL.D. 


(Continued from Last Week) 


Sixth—Service on Good Friday in the 
Sistine Chapel from four to six, as yester- 
day. First, the Lamentations of Jeremiah 
by four voices, by Palestrina. How woful 
are these pining notes! How deep these 
sighs from the distant city of the King! 
They express the birthpains of the advent. 
“Oh, all ye who have gone your own way, 
stand still and see whether there be any 
sorrow like unto mine, for the Lord hath 
filled me full of sorrow, as He promised in 
the day of His wrath.” Wonderfully mov- 
ing is the pathetic prayer, ‘“Convertere ad 
Dominum” (Turn to the Lord). The agony 
and the suffering of the dying Saviour 
seems to repeat itself through the sounds, 
“As a lamb was He taken to the slaughter, 
and He opened not His mouth.” Pity, sor- 
row, longing, aspiration, devotion, thank- 
fulness, in turn, fill the soul in listening to 
the splendid strength and depth of the 
tones. After this various other parts of 
the history of the Advent and Passion 
were said as they are prescribed in the 
Roman Breviary, followed at last by a 
Miserere. This pierced and lifted the soul 
so powerfully, so deeply awakened the 
sense of sin, and so stirred up fervent 
sadness and deepest consecration, that it 
will always remain in my memory. After 
the Miserere,-a short prayer and a noise 
like yesterday’s and the service was ended. 


Seventh.—In the evening at half-past 


*front of him. 


seven, I saw the ceremony of the foot- 
washing and feeding of the Catholic pil- 
grims, which occurs on Wednesday, Thurs- 
day, and Saturday evenings of Holy Week, 
and dates from St. Philip Neri. 1548. <A 
very pleasant custom. There is for the 
female pilgrims a distinct apartment, to 
which only women are admitted. The pil- 
grims, carrying a certificate from their 
bishop that they had come to Rome to wor- 
ship, are taken care of three days near the 
Trinita des Pellegrini and their feet are 
washed once. I was much pleased with 
the place and the custom. Before the foot- 


washing a brief sermon was addressed to- 


the pilgrims, in which the love of Christ 
was set forth especially as it was shown 
the last night of His life. Then began the 
foot-washing. One hundred and sixty pil- 
grims were present. There was also sixty 
women, I was told. The pertinent passage 
from the Fourth Gospel was read, and some 
prayers said by Cardinal Prince von 
Schwarzenberg. Any Catholic layman or 
cleric can assist at this ceremony. He only 
has to announce his intention beforehand 
and inscribe his name in the book of the 
brotherhood (confratelli) and wear a red 
coat. The pilgrims sit round the room 
against the wall, each with a basin in 
The confratello draws off 
the pilgrim’s shoes and stockings, washes 
his feet, dries and kisses them. The last 
is not always done. Among those who this 


evening performed this service were Cardi- 
nals Schwarzenberg and Corsi, and the two 
sons of Don Carlos and several other aristo- 
cratic personages. I was told that at the 
foot-washing of the women some ladies of 
the highest family took part, including a 
princess. The names of those who take 
part in this service are engraved on mar- 
ble slabs on the walls of the wide halls, to- 
gether with the sums they contribute. 
Among the names is Christina of Sweden, 
who contributed to the establishment 1,600 
seudi. After the foot-washing, the pilgrims 
and the confratelli passed into a large hall. 
After prayer they were treated to a very 
simple, yet very good and abundant, meal 
and refreshed with wine. It is very inter- 
esting to go up to different pilgrims and 
to watch their faces under the influence of 
the distinction shown them by personages 
of high birth. One eats with great appe- 
tite, forgetful of the surroundings; another 
is full of humility and thankfulness; a 
third looks as quiet and undisturbed as if 
he were sitting in his own house. The one 
eats properly; the other with his fingers, 
in the way to which he has been accus- 
tomed, and letting spoon and fork rest 
where they were first put. After so much 
standing and listening today, I return 

home fagged out and longing for rest. 
Good Friday, 25th—I went at eigt 
o’clock to the Protestant service in 
chapel of the Prussian embassy. Stren 
(Continued on Page 17) oF 
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AFTER EASTER 


Our Saviour never argued about the future life. He 
assumed it. He spoke of it as an assured fact. Then, He, 
Himself, demonstrated it. He passed through all the ex- 
periences attending death, and brought life and immortality 
to light, as His abiding Easter gift to all who live and die 
in Him. He, Himself, therefore, is our Resurrection and 
our Life. What does all of this mean for us? Does it not 
tell us that the “life beyond” is more real and more near 
than we are wont to think? Are we not assured that the 
love which binds heart to heart here, is the same love that 
will bind them together over there? That the “life beyond” 
is something that we should hope for, yea, yearn for, aye, 
watch, wait and labor for? Surely His word, “Because I 
live, ye shall live also,’ is worthy of our strongest faith 
and our eternal hope. Job asked, “If a man die, shall he 
live again?” St. Paul declared, “‘For me to live is Christ, 
to die is gain.” That was Paul’s answer to Job. Our 
Saviour’s answer is, ‘I am the resurrection, and the life: 
he that believeth on Me, though he die, yet shall he live: 
and whosoever liveth and believéth on Me shall never die.” 
On that first Easter morning He proclaimed the reality of 
His words. Mary knew not her Lord, because she was 
expecting to find Him in the grave. When He revealed 
Himself to her, He gave her the message, “Go and tell.” 
When He appeared to His disciples that same evening, He 
saluted them, “Peace be unto you! Later He said to them, 
“Go and tell.” Through all these centuries, He has been 
repeating the same message to His people, “Go and tell!” 
Tell those who sorrow for loved ones who have died in the 
Lord, that they are not in those earth covered tombs. “Not 
here, but risen.” Ours the joy and privilege to witness to 
others the fact of the resurrection, to live the resurrection 
life, and to possess the resurrection victory. 


—AmBrose M. SCHMIDT 
Kk Ok Ox 


VISIBILITY 


What an asset it is, what an advantage, to be able to see, 
to look around on every side, to be sure of our bearings 
because we know the terrain from direct observation! This 
is to guard against surprise, to anticipate difficulty and dan- 
ger, to marshal our resources for the crisis when it arrives. 
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None is gifted with sufficient imagination to be able to 
describe adequately what life would be if man had not the 
gift of sight. Years ago H. G. Wells made the attempt in 
The Country of the Blind, but he dealt with only a single 
phase of the fanciful problem he raised. Without light 
through which the physical world makes its impress upon 
the mind along the pathway of the optic nerve, the universe 
would be very different and the human sphere of activity 
and opportunity contracted to painfully narrow limits. 

Among the loftiest words ever spoken, words infinite in 
their creative power, are those of the divine mandate: “Let 
there be light.” Without light life as we have experienced 
it would have been impossible, and at best, would have been 
reduced to the lowest levels of existence in sunless ooze. 
Light is an indispensable condition of life in its higher 
forms. The larger the measure of light which has found a 
seat in any mind, the larger and more effective is the per- 
sonality that it implements. ‘More light, more light!” was 
the cry of Goethe throughout his life. The urge which be- 
came articulate in this cry explains the majesty of the monu- 
ment he raised as a flaming beacon of guidance and inspira- 
tion for the literate in the generations that were to follow 
him. 

The human mind is always trying to stretch out from the 
concrete to the abstract, from the known to the unknown. 
According to the measure of a man’s imagination, he takes 
the thing with which he is familiar and uses it as a ladder 
to rise to higher levels of understanding. He looks out 
over. the sea with its alternations of restlessness and calm, 
of openness and mystery, gentleness and cruelty, of light 
and darkness, and sees in it a symbol of his own experience. 
He is a boatman upon an ocean of circumstance. As the 
sailor feels safe when the visibility is high and is gravely 
concerned when it is low, so the lonely traveler on the ocean 
of being is confident only when he can see before and after 
and be sure of his direction. Alas! Such ‘occasions are 
rare. Nearly always the lights of the stars by which he is 
guided are obscured by scudding clouds that hang near his 
horizons, by the miasmatic mists and fogs that emanate 
from prejudice, passion, ignorance, and greed. Often a 
prophet would guide his generation through the darkness of 
his age, but even as he calls to his fellowmen and tells them 
of the light he sees, the light of truth, the light of love, the 
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light of freedom, and the light of faith, other voices bellow 
through the night, telling of other ways and other stars, and 
soon confusion reigns. 

The present is a period of low visibility. War, suspicions, 
racial and economic strife, have issued in a darkness so 
dense that the light of the Sun which man still believes is 
shining beyond the clouds is unable to break through except 
in fitful gleams. Few leaders are sure of their direction ; 
few are capable of sailing by dead-reckoning like the sailor 
when night invests the sea and no star is visible in the sky. 
An ominous sense of danger and impending change hangs 
over the world. Why? Because we have not the sailor’s 
faith to steer our little lives and our ships of state as well, 
by dead-reckoning, with log and compass alone to guide us, 
in the sailor’s faith that when the sun breaks through the 
clouds again we shall be secure upon an infinite sea with a 
glorious future beckoning us on. Man’s one sure hope is 
to accept in the sailor’s faith the guiding principles of Him 
who said, “I am the Light of the world.” ‘This course alone 
will guide our civilization to safety and freedom. 


—J. A. MacC. 
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BE MOST ANXIOUS ABOUT — YOURSELF 


We worry, remarks the eminent English Churchman, 
Ernest H. Jeffs, about the Communists, about the psycho- 
analysts, about the scientists. In reality there is only one 
thing we should worry about — the depth and sincerity of 
our own Christian faith, and our competence to preach it 
and to witness to it. 

Is it not true that the loyalty and enthusiasm of many of 
those we so severely criticize put us to shame for our luke- 
warmness and inefficiency? We see the marching millions 
under the banners of the Communists, the Fascists, the 
Nazis, and instead of vying with them in the fervor and 
sincerity of their devotion, we expend all our energies in 
pointing out the perils of the causes they advocate, in 
lamenting the decadence of the times, and in cursing the 
dictators and demagogues who disturb our selfish com- 
placency. It is surprising how many of us who rarely if 
ever lift a finger to advance the cause of Jesus Christ among 
men, nevertheless can work up a veritable “persecution com- 
plex” against other men who are willing to sacrifice and die 
for a leader or a principle in which they believe, but which 
does not meet with our approval. About the only sort of 
“religion” some men appear to have is the disposition to hate 
and ridicule the religion of .other men. And that holds also 
for patriotism. 

We admire the brave utterance of President Gates of the 
University of Pennsylvania, who did not hesitate to char- 
acterize as “thoroughly un-American and cowardly” the 
various attempts to silence critics of the existing order in 
America. “There are in this country today,” said President 
Gates, ‘‘some unduly pessimistic men and women who view 
with apprehension any suggestion that Communism, Fasc- 
ism, dictatorship or some other form of government might 
be an improvement over their own. They would curb the 
freedom of speech and of the press in order to protect our 
citizens from those who might advance such suggestions or 
offer any criticism whatever of American institutions.” 


We agree in his declaration that the loyalty and faith of 
our best citizens in our own institutions have been strength- 
ened rather than weakened because of the opportunities of 
observing the experiences of people living under other forms 
of government. We believe in a free forum of public 
opinion, and regard it as an inexcusable insult to our Amer- 
ican government and its free institutions to say that they 
cannot stand the test of comparison with those of any other 
nation, and that we will find it impossible to maintain them, 
except by sacrificing our traditional freedom of speech and 
of the press. Such fears and phobias are utterly unworthy 
of men and women with such a heritage as ours. If we 
must worry, let us be far more deeply concerned about the 
quality of our own patriotism and religion. Let us see to it 
that others do not excel us in ardor and devotion, and in the 
willingness to make sacrifices for the things we profess to 
believe. Zealots and persecutors have so often been found 
to be those whose own faith was uncertain and unfruitful. 
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THE ENTHUSIAST AND THE DOUBTER 
Talk About Stewardship 


“If only we could persuade more Church members to be 
stewards, our work would gain a momentum we have 
never even imagined,” The Enthusiast hoped inwardly that 
the Doubter would some day be converted to stewardship, 
though he said nothing about this openly. 

“That word steward always strikes me like some word 
of a foreign language. I think it is partly because we very 
seldom use it in its ancient sense, and partly because I 
rebel against the kind of interpretations that modern re- 
ligious people have put upon it.” 

The Euthusiast was surprised. “It seems to me to be a 
noble and useful word,” he said. ““Why do you have diffi- 
culty with our present interpretations?” 

“Originally stewardship had to do mainly with money ‘ 
and property. If you limited it today, and did not permit 
yourselves to be stampeded into talking about the steward- 
ship of life, I am sure you would make more progress. 
When you widen the term to include all of life, you may 
be silencing the criticism of those who charge you with 
being interested only in money, but you are at the same 
time confusing other people by making the term so broad 
and comprehensive. Why don’t’ you limit the idea of 
stewardship to money and property, and conduct campaigns 
to redeem the way we make and spend money, and the way 
we acquire and hold and use property?” 

“Don’t you believe that a truly religious person will feel 
obligated to regard his whole life as a stewardship?” 

“T think it would be better if you talked about being 
Christian in one’s whole life, including its financial aspects. 

A Christian will invest money in the work of the Church, 

not because he feels obligated, as you say, and not because 
he expects God to make him more prosperous, but because 
he is deeply convinced that this is God’s world, and that 
his greatest vocation is to work with God for the family- 
hood of men. If you could get people to have a sense of 
wonder and awe at this marvelous world, and an honest 
fellow-feeling toward each other, you wouldn’t have to 
dig at them eternally to secure funds for the activities of 
the Church. It isn’t so much a sense of obligation that we 
need, but rather a sense of reverence and a hearty love of 
our fellow-men.”’ 

“TI guess it is true that some of us talk so much about 
stewardship that you get the idea we have a new religion,— : 
Stewardship instead of Christianity. But I really have had 
much joy in tithing my income and in learning to think of 
my entire life as a trust from God.” 

“Honest Christianity would make men give much more ~ 
than a tithe. There are plenty of poor people, sincerely 
Christian, who can’t give that much. There are some right 
now who can give nothing. When you make being a 
Christian and being a steward mean the same thing, you! ay 


‘ 


confuse these people more than you help them.” . 
—F. D. W. oe. 
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HE, BEING DEAD, YET SPEAKETH i 


Mr. Arthur Porritt tells an interesting story about the” 
Rev. Dr. John S. Bonnell, of Winnipeg, who is to become — 
in June the pastor of F ifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, — 
New York City, the pulpit once occupied so ably by the 
late Dr. J. H. Jowett. A Canadian by birth, and now 42, 
Mr. Bonnell was a sergeant-major in the Fifth Canadian >: 
Siege Battery during the World War. He was gas poisoned _ 
in France, and was invalided back home in 1918. How did _ 
he come to study for the ministry? It seems that when — 
Dr. Jowett retired from his ministry in New York, and was 
returning to England, his ship put into Halifax, Nova ; 
Scotia, to coal. The President of Dalhousie University s: 
out a launch to the liner to take Dr. Jowett ashore to le 
to the students. Dr. Jowett spoke of the claims of 
Christian ministry. Among the arts students was Joh 
Bonnell, and Dr. Jowett’s persuasive address led him 
study for the ministry. In the Providence of God, he 
now to be Dr. Jowett’s successor at Fifth Avenue. 
does the good seed of the Kingdom continue to 
blessed work in human hearts. For those who th 
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many evidences life gives us of the Divine guidance! 
Horace Bushnell said that every man’s life is a plan of 
God. And lives lived for Him, like Dr. Jowett’s, keep on 
speaking long after men say they are dead. 

4) eh ot, 


“MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE” 


Our Memory Hymn for the month of May has been 
called “the most precious contribution which American 
genius has yet made to the hymnology of the Christian 
Church.” It has also been called “one of the noblest prayer- 
hymns ever written.” Its author, Ray Palmer, was only 
22 years old, when in December, 1830, he wrote it. He had 
just graduated from Yale and had begun the study of 
theology, supporting himself by teaching in a seminary for 
young ladies, in the city of New York. He was poor in 
health as well as in purse. Of this hymn, he writes—‘It 
was born in my heart and demanded expression. There 
was not the slightest thought of writing for another eye, 
least of all of writing a hymn for Christian worship. I 
gave form to what I felt, by writing the stanzas with little 
effort. I recollect I wrote them with very tender emotion 
and penned the last line with tears.” It was a year later 
when Dr. Lowell Mason and Thomas Hastings were com- 
piling a small book called “Spiritual Songs for Social Wor- 
ship,” that Dr. Mason asked Dr. Palmer to make a con- 
tribution to this volume. Dr. Palmer handed him a copy of 
our Memory Hymn. Dr. Mason went to his room and 
immediately wrote for it the familiar tune “Olivet.” A few 
days later Dr. Mason met the author and said, “Mr. Palmer, 
you may live many years and do many things, but I think 
you will be best known to posterity as the author of this 
hymn.” As a “prayer-hymn” let us note that the first verse 
is a prayer for conversion and consecration. The second, a 
prayer for perseverance and zeal in Christian service. The 
third, a prayer for sustaining grace and divine guidance. 
The fourth, a prayer for a safe and blessed entrance into 
the eternal home. The new birth in Nature is evidenced in 
the throbbing beauty all around and. about us. Let us 
make our Memory Hymn the occasion of a new spiritual 
birth as ‘“‘ransomed souls.”’ 

—A. M.S. 


* * * 


CONCERNING GOD 


A prominent minister of our city recently announced his 
subject to be, ‘““The Modern Man and God.” This writer 
was present at the service and rather enjoyed the discourse, 
but it seemed to him that the preacher stopped nearly as 
soon as he had begun! He read for a Scripture lesson 
the story of Gideon and the fleece, and the major part of 
the sermon was an elaborate attempt to show that the con- 
* ception of God held by the men of Gideon’s time was ut- 
terly different from that entertained by the “modern man.” 
The discourse was negative; the preacher was endeavoring 
to set forth what the “modern man” does not believe con- 
cerning God. As [ listened, I felt that I should have been 
much better pleased to learn what the “modern man”— 
ee the preacher himself !—does believe concerning 

od. 

Listening with one ear—the other for several years has 
refused to hear at all!—my thought reverted to that scene 
in the Upper Room when Philip said, “Lord, show us the 
Father, and it sufficeth us.”’ Jesus saith unto him, “Have I 
been so long time with you, and dost thou not know Me, 
Philip? He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father; how 
sayest thou, ‘Show us the Father?’” That seems to the 
present writer to be very plain language; its meaning evi- 
dently is in no respect obscure. Jesus virtually said, “If 
you wish to see the Father, look on Me, for I am the very 
image of God.” 

Nor is that luminous statement the only expression that 
Jesus has given of His representative character. He stresses 
it in the marvelous prayer with which He closes that inspir- 
ing colloquy in the Upper Room. Such a tender and inti- 
mate expression of the relationship between Him and the 
Father as given in the phrases, “As Thou, Father, art in 
- Me, and I in Thee,” what meaning have they if not that 
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He and the Father are one—that God veritably dwells in 
Him? 

And while ruminating on such wonderful truths—it is 
very possible that some of the preacher’s observations were 
lost to me, but that one ear is rather faithful and probably 
got the substance of what he was saying—my thought 
hastened back to that great story told by Jesus, mistakenly 
called The Prodigal Son—it ought to have been named The 
Story of the Gracious Father!—and [I said to myself, If 
you wish to have a right conception of God, you will find 
the truth on which to base it in that story, which reveals 
His very heart! 

If the conception of the “modern man” as to the spirit 
of God is other than that expressed in that greatest story 
ever told, there is no place for it not even in the remotest 
and darkest corner of the mind of the present writer. Look 
on the face of Jesus, and you see there the face of God; 
cig deeply into the heart of Jesus, and you will discover 
the heart of God! The trite story of the soldier who was 
under the surgeon’s knife is apropos: “If you had gone a 
little deeper, you would have found the Emperor!’ You 
need only go a little deeper towards the heart of Jesus and 
you will find—GOD! —G.S.R. 


* * * 


“TALKING PEOPLE TO DEATH” 


“Do you think it is proper for pastors to have prayers 
ten minutes or more in length, in connection with the 
morning Church service?” ‘The MESSENGER does not pose 
as a liturgical expert and on such questions always hesi- 
tates to be dogmatic, because there are valid exceptions to 
most rules. As a general practice, however, we do not 
hesitate to say that the average Sunday morning service 
should not be much over an hour or an hour and a quarter 
in length, and that it is possible for pastoral prayers to be 
entirely too long. In most cases, those of excessive length 
are also repetitious ; and whether we like it or not, we are 
living in a time when long prayers and long sermons are 
apt to be rather tiresome to a large percentage of the people. 

However, we are grateful to one of the wisest of religious 
editors, Dr. Laws, who writes this very week in The Watch- 
man-Examiner, under the heading, “Talking People to 
Death,” and tells us with his characteristic candor: “Some 
months ago we attended a Church service at which the 
pastor introduced every part of the service with ‘appro- 
priate’ remarks. The consequence was that an hour was 
used up, and the people too, before he reached his sermon. 
Evidently that pastor thought he was paid for his much 
speaking. His people would let him off with less. He 
spoiled a beautiful service with his little sermonettes. He 
ruined the effect of his sermon also, because everybody was 
anxious to get home by the time the sermon began. We 
are making no plea for short services or short sermons, 
although a plea for both of them would not be out of place. 
We are simply pleading that pastors will conduct the service 
of worship in a dignified and straightforward way without 
interpolating too many of their own side remarks. When 
these side remarks are unusual they are often delightful. 
When they are continuous they are nerve racking.” 

Here, again, we are a bit fearful that those most in need 
of this sane advice will not read it, or if they do, will fail 
to realize that it applies to them. ‘The readiest talkers are 
often the poorest listeners. 

* * * 


A MATTER OF DIPLOMACY 


The Philadelphia Bulletin told a tall “adventure story” 
the other day, which intimately concerns one of our friends, 
for it declared that Dr. Calvin O. Althouse, head of the 
Department of Commerce in Central High School, is 
“pretty nearly Philadelphia's No. 1 hero.” Why is this 
enterprising newspaper so inclined to pin a badge of genuine 
distinction on Dr. Althouse’s manly bosom? Well, the 
paper has the nerve to state that Dr. Althouse had the nerve 
to stand before “a room full of college women” at a meet- 
ing of the Hood Club of Philadelphia, in the presence of 
President and Mrs. Stahr, and emphatically indicate that he 
is a “woman-in-the-home” man. 
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The recent suggestion that a woman ought to be Presi- 
dent of the United States is said to have lighted the fires 
of the eloquent speaker’s oratory, and the Bulletin quotes 
the pedagogue as actually daring to utter such words as 
these: “When woman forsakes her place as a mother and 
queen of the home, we are heading backward. Women are 
not fitted, temperamentally, mentally or physically to hold a 
place of first importance. ‘They are shrewd and clever, but 
they aren't diplomatic. They haven't centuries of experience 
behind them. ‘There should be no battle of the sexes in 
politics, no woman for President movement. Sex vs. sex 
is retrogression.” 

Well, well, we rubbed our eyes when we saw that. 
Woman not diplomatic? Is it ever diplomatic to tell them 
so? And has it not been a triumph of diplomacy to allow 
mere men to suppose that they were really controlling things, 
when as a matter of fact, they themselves were being con- 
trolled by the female of the species? Man may pride him- 
self on being the so-called “head of the house,” but what 
does that amount to if woman is the neck, and it’s the neck 
that turns the head? 

So when we read the account of this address we were 
further amazed to note the Bulletin’s statement about the 
intrepid speaker: ‘““Then he sat down and received a hero’s 
reward. His audience applauded.” However, we returned 
to normal when we afterward learned from another and 
more reliable source that the brave words attributed to Dr. 
Althouse were given by him to the Bulletin reporter before 
the speech was made, and what was said to the college 
women of dear old Hood was something quite different. But 
while compelled by stern duty to remove the hero’s badge, 
we must admit that all this was another proof of the maxim 
that ‘discretion is the better part of valor.” 
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SHOULD BROADCASTING BE CENSORED? 


The bitter verbal controversies which have been taking 
place over the radio, between prominent men in this country, 
is a matter which should arouse grave concern as to the 
ultimate effect of this modern means of publicity and propa- 
ganda. 

Almost anyone who has the money can purchase radio 
time and broadcast about anything he desires to broadcast. 

Characters can be villified——just within the law—irre- 
sponsible and false declarations made; the truth garbled 
and distorted to serve the speaker’s ends; the Government 
unjustly, unfairly and maliciously assailed; passions 
aroused ; class-hatreds created and unsound minds stimulated 
to possible criminal acts—and nothing is done about it. 

The worst part of this kind of broadcasting is that 
refutation is only partly possible. We can’t “talk back” 
to the man on the air. Millions will hear the desructive, 
false, unfair broadcast, but will not hear the broadcast 


which refutes the falsity and seeks to set forth the truth. 
Few will hear both sides of the story. 

To hear the impassioned voice of a speaker denounce 
his opponent has a far greater attraction than the same 
things said in the newspapers. Compared with the listeners- 
in, readers of these fulminations and falsehoods would be 
comparatively few. Most people would not take the time 
to read them. 

Government censorship of the radio is considered, by 
some, as a first step toward government censorship of news- 


papers, and radio censorship would be vigorously opposed 


by many newspapers. 

But there is a vast difference between the radio and the 
newspaper. There is little or no “come-back” for the broad- 
cast. The most irresponsible demagogue can get on the air. 
There is no opportunity for a fair and honest exchange 
of opinion. Mr. Average Citizen cannot get on the air to 
voice his views. 

The newspapers are responsible. The average citizen 
can voice his views in the newspapers. The newspapers— 
more or less—do give both sides of a controversy. The 
best newspapers make an effort to be fair to all sides of a 
controversy or an issue, and they do censor news which 
would endanger the property or life of an individual. 

Some of the recent broadcasting has been of such a dan- 
gerous, disturbing and menacing character to the peace, 
stability and welfare of this nation, that, if permitted to 
continue, it will work disaster to the country. The welfare 
of the Nation is superior to the personal, political or social 
ambitions or destructive theories of individuals or groups, 
and the national government is not only justified to seek 
censorship of the radio, but should do so. 

Just what should be censored is a matter of debate, but 
personal controversies and political propaganda should be 
prohibited at once, and with good effect, and broadcasts 
dealing with national, social and economic problems should 
be confined to the subject and actual facts, and personalities 
strictly forbidden. 

The broadcasting stations themselves could do much to- 
ward a “better radio” by establishing their own censorship 
in the form of a code of ethics to which all broadcasters 
would have to conform. 


The radio corporations, by combined action, could remove 
from the air, within a month, all that is now so offensive, 
destructive, disturbing and menacing to the future of this 
country. Jf the radio continues to be used by some as 
it is now being used, and the broadcasting corporations 
continue to permit that kind of broadcasting, then Govern- 
ment censorship of the radio will come. It will have to 
come for the welfare of the nation; and when it comes, 


let men remember that they brought it upon themselves by 


the flagrant misuse of one of the greatest blessings of the 
age. —Now and Then. 


The Thoughts of Justus Timberline 


“That Might Have Been Myself” 

John Newton, or John Wesley, or who- 
ever it was who said it, when passing the 
gallows, spoke for all of us: 

“There,” he exclaimed, “but for the 
grace of God, hangs John Newton”—or 
whatever his name was. 

In my time I have seen at least half a 
dozen men of our town go desperately 
wrong. 

One took the drink route; one went to 
the bad, in mature life, over women; one 


I can see how a man might let drink get 
the better of him, if he refused to think 
of anything but the “kick” it provided. 


distressed family and friends, no shame 
over unmanly weakness, no fear for what 
happens at the last. 

So with all those other allurements 
which John ealls the lust of the flesh, and 


When it comes to playing desperate 
games with money not your own, almost 


No thought of the morning after, or of — 


the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. — 


was a gambler with other people’s money; 
and one just went morally soft and rotten. 
They are types of self-wrecked manhood 
everywhere. 

Because # knew these men intimately, 
IT could weigh and measure the influences 
that pulled them down. Not one of them 
was an easy victim. At the beginning of 
the downhill road every man tried to save 
himself. 

I saw them in every stage of the strug- 


gle. I knew their temptations, to some of 
which I myself was no stranger. 

What was it that caused them to lose 
out? 

My belief is that they lacked the long- 
range imagination which is part of re- 
ligion. Short-range imagination they had; 
too much of it; but they would not look 
far enough ahead. 


the whole of the tragedy is in looking 
ahead the wrong way. ae nil 
The poor nearsighted fool says, “I can’t 
lose”; “I’ve got a sure thing”; “every 
thing is coming my way.” j 
There’s something in that strange bo 
ealled “Ecclesiastes” which Tve 
quoted to myself, and with more 
than can be set down here. The | 
speaks of the things which m 
and then he says, “But know 
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for all these things God will bring thee 
into judgment.” 

That’s the word: Remember! 

My religion has taught me to look be- 
yond the moment’s thrill, the present ex- 
hilaration. It isn’t always easy. But the 
urge to do it, to remember, to take the 
long view, is God’s own good gift. 

That is why I find myself saying, when 
I think of what has become of my half- 
dozen ruined friends, “There, but for the 
grace of God, goes Justus Timberline!” 


Religion’s Strange Champions 


I’ve been astonished at some of the peo- 
ple who are all fussed up over the denial 
of religious liberty in Russia and Mexico, 
and now in Germany. 

What does religious liberty mean to a 
lot of these indignant folk? Some, to my 
certain knowledge, never go to Church or 
hardly ever; I see them at funerals oc- 
casionally. Some others, who go to Chureh 
regularly, seem to get mighty little good 
out of it. They’re still pagans. 

One man in our town has said in public 
that the Russian attack on religion is such 
a erying shame that something ought to 
be done about it, though he doesn’t say 
what. War, I suppose. 

All I’ve got to say about him is that if 
tearing down all the Churches and burn- 
ing all the Bibles could make that man 
any less of a Christian than he has been 
these twenty years, I’d be surprised! 


But. he’s ready to vote for war with 


Mexico over the way Mexico treats the 


Churches in Mexico. 

Not to go to war himself; oh, no. Just 
to send his neighbors’ boys—to a war for 
the vindication of religion! 

That man would be funny, if he wasn’t 
dangerous. 
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No Reversibles for Me! 

It doesn’t take much to amuse me. Yes- 
terday evening I was about to cross the 
street when I saw a car coming—one of 
these new dinguses with about the same 
curve over the engine as it had over the 
rear wheels. 

Because it was moving, I could tell 
which end was which, but the owner had 
done a kindness to anybody who might see 
the car when it was parked. On one end, 
just beside the license plate, was a card 
with the word “FRONT”; and on the other 
end, in the corresponding position, another 
card that said “REAR”, 

I laughed. That car shape makes me 
laugh, even when it isn’t labeled. The 
cards couldn’t make it any funnier. 

Then I thought what a good idea it 
would be to use similar cards on some 
people I know, and some Churches I’ve 
had experience with. 

They need ’em more than the ear did, 
because they are so often mentally or 
spiritually parked, and then nobody on 
earth can tell which way they’re heading. 

I know one man—wild horses couldn’t 
drag his name from me—who may be 
headed heavenward, but to me he acts as 
if he would as leave start for the other 
place as not. 

He’s not doing anything much, you un- 
derstand, but from where he stands you'd 
suppose he could start one way as easily 
as the other. 

But he can’t. Remember Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde, the man who was both by turns, 
and thought he could take a little dope 
any time he was tired of serving the devil, 
and get his former good character back? 

He found out, when the big test came, 
that he couldn’t, and that he was headed 
straight hellward. 

Give me a car—or a character—that 
doesn’t need labels to tell which way it 
would go—if it went! 
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Janiting?—I’ve Been There! 


Several people have written me that a 
Church’s tribute to its janitor is not so 
unusual as I had supposed when I wrote 
about such an event last fall. 


The Methodist Episcopal Church at 
Wheatland, Wyo., is reported as having 
had a birthday party for its 65-year-old 
janitor, and I’ve heard of other Churches 
scattered here and there across the map 
which have done honor to their several 
“doorkeepers in the house of the Lord.” 


It just proves that somewhere or other 
you ean always find a Church which is 
likely to do almost anything unusual. And 
it proves, too, that no Chureh is likely to 
have a bright idea without some other 
Church, far away and unrelated, putting 
the same notion into practice. 


As to janitors themselves, I’m for ‘em, 
absolutely. Some are not so good, but 
when you know what’s expected of ’em, 
and what they get for it, in tools and pay 
and thanks, the wonder is they are not a 
sight worse. 


How do I know? That’s easy; I was a 
Church janitor once myself. I swept, dust- 
ed, cleaned windows, cut the weeds on 
the Church lot, shoveled snow, kept the 
stove going, and—worst job of all—filled 
the kerosene lamps and cleaned the chim- 
neys and trimmed the wicks, every Satur- 
day. 


For all that, being young and hard up, 
I was glad to get fifty cents a week. And 
nobody ever thought of giving me a birth- 
day party. The idea being, I reckon, that 
my salary was in full for value received. 

Thinking back over what I did for the 
fifty cents, and what I did with the fifty 
cents, maybe it was! 


Call to Prayer for Peace 


To All who Love Our Lord Jesus Christ: 


At this ominous hour, when the spectre 
of war again haunts the world and we al- 
most hear once more the tread of march- 
ing feet, we invite all followers of Christ, 
of whatever land or name or creed, to 
unite in earnest prayer for peace. Only 
a new and united will to peace, born of a 
deep faith in God and fellowship with 
Him, can save the world from threatened 
tragedy. Only the spiritual power derived 
from a united dedication to seeking and 
following God’s will for mankind is ade- 
quate to stay the rising currents of selfish 
nationalism and bring peace to a disor- 
dered world. 

The time draws near when in all lands 
the Churches will be united in the ob- 
servance of Holy Week, recalling the sut- 
ferings of our Lord for the sins of the 
world and His triumph over the forces of 
evil and of death. Today the world for 
which He died seems ready to crucify Him 
afresh. Today the Body of Christ, His 
Church, made up of those in every nation 
who confess allegiance to Him and carry 
on His work in the world, is threatened 
with dismemberment through fratricidal 
strife. 

We therefore appeal to our fellow Chris- 
tians, both in our own country and 
throughout the world, to join in a uni- 
versal concert of prayer for peace. Be- 
ginning in Holy Week and continuing as 
long thereafter as the threat of war re- 
mains, we urge upon all ministers of Christ 
that in every service of public worship 
_ they lead their people in fervent prayer 
_ for peace. 

Let us unitedly seek forgiveness— 
for the self-seeking national ambitions, 


the economic competition and the in- 
justices that have been breeding the 
germs of war; 
for our proneness to suspicion of other 
peoples, to fear and ill-will; 
for our lack of trust in the redeeming 
power of love and our delusion that 
we can have security through reliance 
on great armaments and military force; 
for our blindness to the truth of our 
Lord’s words that “they that take the 
sword shall perish by the sword”; 
for our apathy toward the constructive 
agencies of international co-operation 
through which a new world order might 
be achieved. 
With hearts thus purified and with a 
heightened sense of the sinfulness of war, 
let us join in united intercession— 


THE CHURCH WE NEED 


Let us have a Church that dares 
imitate the heroism of Jesus; seek 
inspiration as He sought it; judge 
the past as He; act on the present 
like Him; pray as He prayed; work 
as He wrought; live as He lived. 
Let our doctrines and our forms fit 
the soul, as the limbs fit the body, 
—growing out of it, growing with it. 
Let us have a Church for the whole 
man: truth for the mind, good works 
for the hands, love for the heart; 
and for the soul, that aspiring after 
perfection, that unfaltering faith in 
God, which, like lightning in the 
clouds, shines brightest when else- 
where it is most dark. 


—tTheodore Parker (1810-1860). 


that all of Christ’s people in every 

country may have a fresh vision of 

God’s purpose of righteousness and 

reconciliation and peace for the world; 

that there may be a courageous de- 
termination among all peoples to resist 
the ominous drift toward war; 

that all may be willing to pay the price 

of peace in intelligent efforts to create 

a public opinion that will demand the 

settlement of international disputes by 

peaceful means; 

that those who for the sake of selfish 

profit would foment hostility among the 

peoples and see the world drenched in 
blood may be restrained; 

that to all who hold positions of re- 

sponsibility in government the guidance 

of God may be given to formulate poli- 
cies: that shall make for peace. 

We urge also that Christian people in 
their homes join daily in private prayer 
for the peace of the world and also that 
in their own lives they so truly have the 
spirit of peace that they can be co-work- 
ers with God in building a peaceful world. 


“And let the peace of God rule in our 
hearts, to the which also we are called 
in one body.” 

Ivan Lee Holt 
President, The Federal Couneil of 
the Churches of Christ in America 
S. Parkes Cadman 
Chairman, American Section of the 
Universal Christian Council 
William P. Merrill 


President, World Alliance for In- 
ternational Friendship through the 
Churches 


- 
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The Minister and the Worship Service of the Church 


To the speaker, the worship service is 
the heart of the Church. Of course, not 
to the competitive exclusion of any other 
agency or branch of the Church in active 
service, but to me, the worship service 
rightly presents the strongest challenge to 
deepest devotion, to highest praise and to 
the most sacrificial loyalty and service on 
the part of all who are associated with it. 
Consequently, to me at least, it is the wor- 
ship service of the Church that demands 
the best of the minister in all his heart, 
all his soul and mind and body and 
strength. This is the first and great de- 
mand. And the second is like unto it — 
Thou shalt give thyself to it, like to noth- 
ing else. 

It is not my thought, neither do I think 
it the thought of the committee, to go into 
the theory or history of worship, the nat- 
uralness nor the need of worship—let us 
take those for granted—and then take the 
average worship service as we know it and 
think of the minister’s place and part in it. 

First, however, let us take the place of 
worship. Can’t we form the habit of call- 
ing our place of worship, the sanctuary? 
Not auditorium, for an auditorium, as the 
name suggests, is a place to hear — and 
worship is more than merely hearing. Au- 
ditorium suggests nothing more than what 
the high school has, or the fireman’s hall 
or the Y. M. C. A. building—a place where 
many things far remoyed from worship 
may be staged and be perfectly in order. 

Fortunate indeed, is the congregation 
that has the facilities of room and equip- 
ment that it need not use its sanctuary 
for any other purpose than for divine 
worship. A place built for and devoted to 
the uses of worship, exclusively. Not used 
for Church School classes, anti-saloon meet- 
ings, and “what-nots,” but for nothing but 
the services that belong to the worship and 
sacramental ministrations of the Church. 

The sanctuary—the place to go up to, to 
worship—that we might always enter it 
reverently, devoutly and humbly. That 
our people might approach it with a sense 
of awe, this is a holy place, God is here, 
and here we worship Him in spirit and in 
truth. Let the children be taught of the 
sanctity of the sanctuary. Let all the 
people be taught of the sanctuary — the 
appropriate place of worship. May I sug- 
gest, that you by example, lead your peo- 
ple into speaking of your place of worship 
as the sanctuary? At first, it may seem 
odd to you and to them, if they have al- 
ways heard and used the word auditorium, 
to use the more suggestive and appropri- 
ate name sanctuary. I speak from experi- 
ence when I say your people may think 
you are putting on a little extra airs or 
gone just a little high Church, but after 
years of constant and frequent use, your 
people will begin to feel there is a differ- 
ence between a sanctuary and an audi- 
torium. They will speak differently about 
it, approach and enter it more reverently, 
which helps establish a more appropriate 
attitude of mind and soul to worship in an 
environment suggestive of orderliness and 
beauty of holiness. If the sanctuary can 
be used for worship only, its appearance 
can be kept in order, dignity and beauty, 
for where the place of worship is not clean 
and things are disorderly is to begin the 
service under most adverse circumstances, 

It is a task that belongs to the minister 
more than to anyone else, to have the peo- 
ple act reverently and quietly, to refrain 
from conversation, to properly participate 
in the service in every way possible. To 
accomplish this requires time and training 
and tact. My own Church calendar car- 
ries this suggestion, “Silence in the sanc- 
tuary preceding the services will be help- 
ful in creating the atmosphere of worship.” 
It may or may not help to accomplish what 
I hope it might. It is just another of 
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those things a minister might well give 
some attention in connection with the wor- 
ship services of his Church. 

The sanctuary is ready — the minister 
enters. Of course he is prepared in physi- 
cal appearance, in mental attitude and 
spiritual energy and fire. Fortunate is the 
minister for whom it is made possible to 
wear a pulpit gown to officiate at the wor- 
ship services of the Church. It is in keep- 
ing with the dignity of the sanctuary, it 
is a reminder of the ministerial function 
of the leader and it covers a multitude of 
unpressed suits. The gown is always ready 
and always appropriate for the worship 
service. We cannot be too careful of our 


ONLY A DROP 
B. F. M. Sours 


Only a drop of the coming shower, 
Only a bud for a lovely flower, 
Only an earnest of joys to be 

Is this that came to me. 


Joy is a voice of a spirit’s life, 

Christ is the Prince of peace. 
strife 

Ceases forever at His word, 

For He is Sovereign Lord. 


The 


So the glad dawn of new life to me 

Is but the bud of the flower to be— 

Heaven will break, all be clear and 
fair, 

Ere I have entered there. 


This that is given—O how blest! 

Is but the earnest of the rest; 

Life is all full of love and Christ— 
He who was sacrificed. 


Only a drop of the joy to be! 
Only a drop—is that all to me? 
O what an ocean of love divine 
Awaits—and Christ is mine! 


Mechanicsburg, Pa. 


personal appearance in the conducting of 
the worship service of the Church nor any 
other ministerial act, for that matter. 

As to the minister’s mental attitude—it 
might be of real value for a minister to 
be permitted to carry firearms to preserve 
his peace and control his mental attitude 
before he enters the pulpit. It might keep 
away at a goodly distance those who insist 
on telling the minister just before the wor- 
ship service about Aunt Lucy’s latest at- 
tack of indigestion or that the Church roof 
leaks and the consistory must meet to have 
it fixed and so on—who can’t join in the 
general refrain? I think I have heard 
somewhere of one or of some of the New 
York ministers who have personal attend- 
ants accompany them from their home to 
their Church to protect them against such 
invading annoyers, in order that their mind 
and thought may not be swerved and 
turned from the thoughts uppermost in 
their minds. This of course is the excep- 
tion and entirely out of the question for 
us—but it no doubt helps contribute to 
their pulpit success. But to come back to 
earth and to Maryland Classis, I often feel 
it is an injustice to the minister and a 
detriment to the worship service of the 
Church to expect the minister to teach a 
Bible Class and take an active part in the 
regular session of the Church School just 
prior to the worship service—that is, if the 
minister is to be at his. best in every way 
for the service. Isn’t it Dr. Charles E. 
Schaeffer who uses the illustration that 
you can’t always be shaking up the milk 
bottle and expect to find any cream—any 
more than the minister can run here and 

. 


_ frequently guilty of this very thing and 


there, and do this or that all the week and 
expect much cream when he comes to the 
pulpit on Sunday. Fortunate is the man 
who can preserve his mental attitude each 
Lord’s Day in concentration on the theme 
and significance of each worship service. 

The minister’s preparation for his spir- 
itual energy and fervor must always be 
with him. Daily should he be building 
this in prayer, meditation, study and con- 
versation. We are not unmindful of our 
need of spiritual culture neither dare we 
be negligent of it. Certainly, spiritual cul- 
ture is an essential for the minister in the 
acceptable fulfillment of his every duty. 
Who of us, does not need “the Spirit’s 
quickening powers, to kindle a flame of 
sacred love, in these cold hearts of ours”— 
and the hearts of the people of our con- 
gregations? 

The sanctuary, the minister, the worship 
service—the minister and the worship ser- 
vice. It is the act of conducting the wor- 
ship service—rather than the form and 
content and arrangement of the worship 
service—I have in mind. 

The average congregation is composed 
of people who have gathered for various 
reasons, including just mere habit. That 
which should be uppermost—to worship— 
is I dare say, in many instances, far re- 
moved from the mind and heart of the 
occupant of the pew. z 

Then there are those who prefer a sery- 
ice as informal as a Salvation Army ser- 
vice and others a dignified and sometimes ~ 
elaborate ritual. In time, however, the 
former type of service becomes as much 
an order of servige as the latter, even 
though it is not followed in a book. I 
just spoke of the act of conducting a wor- 
ship service—may I change the word “act” 
to “art,” and venture to speak of our 
thought now as the art of conducting a 
worship service. Grant that the spirit of a 
service and the content of a service are 
more important than the art of it, yet we 
do not hesitate to say that every worship 
service is worthy of being conducted well 
and reverently and artistically, if that is 
the word to use. 

From the moment the minister enters 
the chancel until he ascends the pulpit as 
a prophet, he is a worshiper—must be, be- i 
fore he becomes the leader in worship. 
Leading, he leads the people, not to him- ; 
self, but to God. This is a high task, Of ~~ 
course, the minister is responsible for the ) 
entire service—for its construction and its ‘ 
carrying out—with the exception of the 
organ and choir renditions. Ast ’ 

Certainly, the worship service must be 
carefully built in which every part fitly 
framed together groweth unto an accept- — 
able worship in the temple of the Lord. : 
The parts of the service cannot be just __ 
thrown together—hit or miss—and be ac- ‘ 
ceptable to the majority of our people— 
nor helpful in any consistent way. ou 
know that, and will pardon my reminding 
you of it, but I fear many of us are too ~ Yi 


expect our people to be satisfied and even 

commend us for our efforts. u 
Let us look at a few of the parts of the __ 

worship service that deserve constant care 
¥, 


on the part of the minister. Take the 
hymns. Here I fear many of us are cen- 
surable, freely and frequently. How often 
the first hymn that comes to mind is sung, keh 
regardless of the fact that it has been on ae . 
a week or two since it was used, or regard- 
less of how it fits into the Chureh season 
or the service theme. Brethren, we should 
take more care and caution in the selectio: 
of our hymns. In this connection, - 
register my personal disapproval of 
persistent habit some ministers hay 
always omitting one or two stanza 
tically every hymn that is 

Why this is done continuously, I 


be 
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see. Certainly it does not save any justi- 
fiable amount of time. Oceasionally, the 
word and thought content of a stanza in 
the minister’s judgment may warrant its 
omission but I find if there is time to sing 
three stanzas the people are willing to 
take the time to sing the fourth. This 
omission of one or more stanzas gets to 
be a habit and to me an unfortunate one, 
as does the constant selection of a few of 
the most familiar hymns over and over 
again. For what it is worth, my own 
custom is to mark in my desk hymnal the 
date and morning or evening service each 
hymn is sung and the result is I rarely use 
the same hymn twice in a year. Of course, 
if it is just the hymn I want, I use it re- 
gardless of when it was last used, and I 
frequently attempt to alternate the hymns 
between the morning and evening services. 
This may be just another foolish custom I 
try to follow in building my worship ser- 
vices. But I believe the people appreciate 
the wide variety of hymns we use. The 
right hymn in the right place at the right 
time enriches the worship service. And 
well-rewarded is the minister who seeks 
that hymn until he finds it. 


The Scripture reading. Personally, I 
prefer to hear the name of the book and 
chapter and verse where the reading is 
found—before and not after the reading. 
I do not like to hear a minister pause to 
explain, nor attempt to comment on the 
passage after he has begun to read, for 
excellent and understandable reading is in 
itself the best explanation of the passage 
being read. Fortunate indeed, is the Church 
whose minister reads well. Granted that 
to read well is in part a gift, it is also 
an art which can be attained only by eare- 
ful practice. Surely, every minister can 
come to read distinctly with intelligence 
and spirit, if he will devote himself to the 
task. Behind the general preparation, 
should be the careful pre-reading of the 
passages for this service, and before that, 
care in the reading selected for the day. 
I cannot whole-heartedly commend the 
same gospel and the same epistle lessons 
year after year. To me, the reading of the 
Word is one of the most impressive acts of 
the entire service. Too often the scripture 
reading is indifferently treated and conse- 
quently makes little or no impression upon 
the worshipers. Let the Bible have a large 
place in the service of worship, and let us 
strive to read it reverently and intelli- 
gently. 


The Prayer. Sometimes spoken of as 


the chief prayer, the pastoral prayer, 
the long prayer. This is almost the 
highest point in the service. It is 


tragic for a service to fail here—and we 
ministers should approach it in full con- 
sciousness and reverence. Aren’t we in 
danger of making this prayer too long and 
trying to include too much of it? Those of 
us who use the prayers of the Liturgy can 
well afford to omit occasionally some of the 
provided prayers and substitute either free 
or other prepared prayers and collects. By 
free, we do not mean rambling, nor non- 
premeditated, nor “come what will,” kind 
of prayers. God forbid!—but free in the 
sense of an overflowing heart communion 
with God. Aren’t we all guilty of the 
charge of lack of preparation in heart and 
mind of the great privilege of leading a wor- 
shiping congregation in prayer? Well might 
we retreat to the sacred shrine of our in- 
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most self and he still and wait for God’s 
guidance to lead those prayer impoverished 
souls to the throne of Grace. The min- 
ister does well to take time to definitely 
prepare for definite objects of prayer in 
the prayers of his worship service. It may 
be, that the most enrichening part of all 
the preparation to lead the worshiping con- 
gregation, is the personal enrichment that 
comes to the pray-er—the minister him- 
self. 

The Offering. Just two things in con- 
nection with the offering in the worship 
service. First, let us always speak of it 
as the offering — never as the collection. 
While it very, very often is a mere collec- 


PERSPECTIVE 


Are you burdened with importance 
Of responsibility? 
Boasting—modestly of course— 

Of what “depends on me’’? 


Oh, Fellow traveller, come away 

And find a mountain stream 

Whose source has flowed a thousand 
years— 

Relax, and fish, and dream! 


Give God’s great doctor, 
chance, 

Where the air is pure and free; 

Watch the waters swirl and tumble, 

As they hurry to the sea. 


Sun, a 


The mighty rocks worn smooth with 
. time, 
Tender greens of one more Spring, 


The pink of Judas, 
white— 


All these a calmness bring. 


Dogwood’s 


Note the quiet dignity of trees, 

That have watched the years slip 
by, 

And grown, despite all hindrances, 

Lifting branches toward the sky. 


Then raise your eyes and gaze above 

To the broad expanse of blue 

Where swing a million 
worlds— 

And perspective comes to you! 


other 


You sense the sheer futility 

Of man-made law and plan— 
You gain a new respect for God, 
Go home a different man! 


—Grace Harner Poffenberger. 


tion—for in too many instances our people 
still look upon this act as like passing the 
hat to collect the money often grudgingly 
given to pay the expenses of keeping the 
Church-plant going. The minister should 
strive to lift his people to regard the offer- 
ing as an act of worship—I have no doubt 
we have all tried to do this—but to most 
of our people it is still the collection to 
pay the preacher. Perhaps the regular an- 
nouncement, “Let us worship God with our 
morning offering” or some similar invita- 
tion, may help. The class preparing for 
Church membership is a logical and valu- 
able place to instill the proper attitude to- 
ward the offering. Let us not overlook 
this opportunity. 

The second thing about the offering is— 
the minister and the consecration offertory 
prayer. If I recall correctly, the sainted 
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Dr. John C. Bowman of the Seminary in 
structed against it and discouraged its use. 


His argument was, as I recall, that the 


offering was as much a part of the wor- 
ship service as any other act—and why 
ask the Lord to especially bless one act 
of the worship above the others—or ask 


Him to particularly accept one act of the 
worship above the others. Dr. Bowman 
said we would think it out of place to offer 
a prayer as an act of worship, and then im- 
mediately follow it with another prayer 
that the first prayer may have been re- 
ceptive and ask God’s blessing for our 
offering it. We would not think of singing 
a hymn as an act of worship and then ask- 
ing particular blessing upon the act. Why 
give an offering as an act of worship and 
then do for this act that which you do 
not do for any of the others? I do not recall 
if he placed the offertory hymn like “All 
things come of Thee, O Lord” in the same 
class or not. The discussion may bring out 
what you think of it—I have spoken of it 
for that purpose. 

The Sermon. It is an important part of 
the service—I do not share the feeling it is 
the most important part, yet I believe the 
majority of our people do. To them, if the 
sermon is a disappointment, the entire wor- 
ship service has been of little value to 
them. And what sermon is it, that strikes 
a 100% response in the mind and soul of 
every worshiper. I think I can worship 
with a great deal of delight without a 
sermon, and I do not doubt a goodly num- 
ber of my own people wish we would. 

I think every minister should prepare 
his sermon diligently and conscientiously, 
and that there can be few justifiable rea- 
sons why he should not be thoroughly pre- 
pared. The story came some years ago 
that in a Reformed Church minister’s meet- 
ing there one Monday morning, one pastor 
mentioned the fact that the chief prepara- 
tion he gives his sermons is as he walks 
on Sunday morning from his home to his 
Chureh. <A friend of his suggested to him 
that he should move farther away from 
the Church. If this be true, certainly there 
is no excuse for it. 

I have no desire to enter into the man- 
ner and make up and method of the sermon 
—you know the things necessary here, bet- 
ter than I. But to the majority of our 
people, I dare say—tle sermon makes or 
breaks the worship service and the min- 
ister is duty bound to make it as helpful as 
he possibly can. Of course, to do this, 
takes time, study, prayer, preparation and 
consecration. And not too many interrup- 
tions and unfortunately, not too much con- 
cern as to how to make both ends meet 
financially. The sermon challenges the 
minister each Sunday for the best that is 
in him of heaven and of earth, of God and 
of man. 

A service closes worthily when the peo- 
ple find themselves passing out of the sane- 
tuary with both a deeper consecration to 
God and renewed joy in Christian fellow- 
ship, being again renewed in grace and 
truth for the experiences of life. The min- 
ister is the leader—the prophet, priest and 
king of his particular parish in the Mas- 
ter’s vineyard. “May God bless you every 
one as you strive to press on toward the 
mark for the prize of your high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus. 

Grace Church, 


Frederick, Maryland. 


Signs of a Coming Revival 


Let us turn to note with glad and grate- 
ful hearts some signs of a coming revival. 
Whatever signs the Church of today may 
present of unlikeness and disloyalty to 
Christ—and we grant that they are neither 
few nor trivial—we cannot accept such 


ot 


Morgan A. Peters 


signs as contradictory or unfavorable to 
our main contention, that the Church of 
Christ is on the very eve of a great and 
commanding revival such as has never been 
witnessed in its history. 

The first sign which we shall note is the 


restless and dissatisfied condition of the 
great body of the people. You can call 
this great social discontent, and this surely 
is included, but it is more; there is in it a 
mental unrest, a soul-hunger, an unsatis- 
fiedness, which to the earnest Christian be- 
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liever has a deep significance. The people 
are learning not simply from the Bible and 
the pulpit, but from a bitter personal ex- 
perience, the unsatisfying and disappoint- 
ing nature of a life that is not rightly cen- 
tered. They are thus all the more readily 
accessible and all the more likely to be con- 
vineed by an earnest evangelical and evan- 
gelistic Church that one great cause of 
their troubled condition is their separation 
from God; and that the coming to the 
Father’s House will bring to them the 
plenty and the peace they seek in vain 
elsewhere. 

The acknowledged emptiness and unsatis- 
factoriness of wealth is another sign in its 
ability to secure the real good which men 
seek. It is a mistake to suppose that the 
poor are the only discontented and un- 
happy class in society. Evidence is not 
wanting that there is proportionately even 
greater discontent and unhappiness among 
those of large earthly possessions. Many 
years of abundant temporal prosperity, the 
vast multiplication of wealth, until today 
the United States is by far the wealthiest 
nation on the face of the earth, ought sure- 
ly to have taught this people that greater 
wealth is not their real want. The con- 
spicuous, not to say repulsive form which 
wealth has too often assumed in this coun- 
try, its failure to be generally accompanied 
by education and elevation of character, 
refinement of manners, genuine home life, 
and, above all, by disposition to use it as 
God’s gift, to be held and administered as 
His stewards, all this and more has been 
teaching the American people that their 
true good lies not in added wealth. And 
this condition opens the way to multitudes 
of hearts for the genuine Gospel of Christ. 

May we meditate on The Swing of the 
Pendulum from Skepticism to Faith? 
Nothing is more certain to the well-in- 
formed that this swing has already begun. 
It is only the man of very unlimited knowl- 
edge who supposes that skepticism is on 
the increase today. Skepticism does in- 
deed exist, and must be treated by the 
Church with becoming consideration, but 
it has none of the blackguardism of three- 
quarters of a century ago and more, and 
far less bitterness than half a century 
ago, and a constantly diminishing posi- 
tiveness and aggressiveness within even 
the last decade. Men may not hold to all 
the traditional views they once did, but 
the great essentials of Christianity were 
never held so firmly by such a multitude of 
people of all classes and in all Christian 
nations as today. 

Another sign we give is the Failure of 
Secular Organization and of Philosophical 
Systems to adjust the Social Relations of 
the People and solve the Grace Social 
Problems. Whatever may be said of the 
failure of the Church to do her full duty 
in this respect, history is proving that no 
organization is adequate to this task, and 
multitudes of people are turning their at- 
tention away from the delusive hopes of 
secular societies to the Church of Christ 
as their helper and hope. If that Church 


Trans-Atlantic Echoes 


London, England.—An admirable form of 
service, simple and dignified, has been 
drawn up by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
for the Silver Jubilee Thanksgiving Serv- 
ice to be held in St. Paul’s Cathedral on 
May 6. It has been designed so as to be 
suitable for use also in all types of Churches, 
Noneonformist as well as Anglican, at the 
services held throughout the country on 
the Sunday-following. The Psalms chosen 
are the 95th and 121st, and the Lessons will 
be Joshua i. 7-9 and Revelation xxi. 10, 11, 
23, 24. The hymns sung, in addition to 
the National Anthem, will be the Old Hun- 


MEMORY 


Oh, Memory! thou are a tricky jade, 
A fay whose tasks are ever but 
half-done, 
How often have I looked to thee for 
aid, 
To find that but imperfect tales 
thou’d spun. 
I trust to thee the past to fully bring 
To me, in all its golden pristine 
glow, 
The days long gone, when all the 
world seemed Spring— 
To learn that thou wilt never have 
it so. 


A name, a face, an episode of yore, 
A recollection more than passing 
sweet, 
Enough thou’d bring to make me 
long for more, 
But nothing brought by thee is 
e’er complete. 
Thou e’en dost limn in dim distorted 
shape, 
O years gone by, the scenes I long 
to see, 
Then leave me with my heart and 
soul agape, 
For clearer scenes of days that 
used to be. ‘ 


But yet, oh, Memory!—I thank thee 
too, 
Thy conjuration’s much more sweet 
than sad, 
sunlight on the 
shadows strew, 
Nor shines for long ere making 
grave hearts glad, 
And though the scenes recalled by 
thee are dim, 
’Tis distance and not sorrow makes 
them so, 
We know thou are an angel sent by 
Him 
Whose grace brings joy, 
Presence casts out woe. 


Thy past few 


Whose 


—Walter Esmer. 


faithfully does her duty she will enter this 
open door of opportunity which God in His 
Providence has set for her. 

May we now turn more especially to the 
Church, and then we find added signs of 
an awakening that is full of promise. One 
cannot but note the increasing tendency of 
the Church to Substitute Ethics for Po- 
lemics, Practise for Profession, the Gospel 
of Christ for the Disputations of the 
Schoolmen. And this feature is by no 
means necessarily connected with a suppos- 
ed growing disregard for doctrines. The 
Church does not seem to be in as imminent 
peril from too slight consideration of doc- 
trines as it has often been from too little 
consideration of the spirit and conduct to 
which her doctrines legitimately led and 
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dredth, “I vow to thee, my country” (with 
“City of God, how broad and far” as an 
alternative), and “O God of Jacob, by 
Whose hand.” 

Canon Denis Fletcher, a Manchester 
viear, has publiely criticized*the inclusion 
of Sir Cecil Spring-Rice’s hymn, “I vow to 
thee.’ Ought we, he asked, to love our 
country “all early things above?” He ob- 
jected further to the line, “the love that 
asks no questions.” It was exactly because 
the people in every land had loved their 
country with a love that was unquestion- 
ing and unthoughtful that nations had been 


which those doctrines imperatively demand- 
ed. Without abandoning her doctrinal 
standards, the Church is now coming to 
see, and must be made still more clearly 
to see, that it is her duty to furnish her 
adherents with ethical standards as well. 
There is no other so solid a basis for genu- 
ine religion as sound morals, and there is 
no better preparation which the Church 
can make for mighty spiritual victories 
than to make it manifest to the world: 
that she is the great central ethical force 
in society. 

Still another marked feature of the mod- 
ern Church is the tendency of religious 
bodies of the various denominations to 
Practical Unity in all essentials pertaining 
to Christian life and practise. Complete 
organic union of the different branches of 
the one Church of Christ may be but a 
dream for many a decade, but something 
even better than this, for the present, and 
more conducive to bringing in the King- 
dom of God among men, is not a dream, 
but is rapidly becoming a very tangible 
and very beneficent realization. Doctrinal 
differences among real Christians are hap- 
pily becoming a vanishing quantity, but 
more and better than this even is the spirit 
of essential agreement, the presence of 
which we gratefully recognize in many 
hopeful signs. When the Church of Christ 
shall see eye to eye her holy calling and 
her sublime mission, when her adherents 
of every name shall be eager to learn the 
mind of the Master concerning the estab- 
lishment of His Kingdom, and above all 
they shall be ready to unite their hitherto 
scattered forces in practical measures for 
bringing in this Kingdom in actual con- 
crete form here upon this sin-smitten earth, 
the day of the world’s redemption draweth 
near. This complete union of spirit and 
union of forces, let us acknowledge, has not 
yet fully achieved, but the signs of pro- 
gress beget hope, and lead us fondly to 
believe that the day will soon dawn when 
Jesus Christ will have a Church on earth 
so loyal to Him as to join its marshaled 
hosts in a united attack upon the common 
foe; when the Christian Church will really 
march to battle “like a mighty army,” 
rather than in squads and scattered de- 
tachments following independent leader- 
ship, and thus neutralize the only force 
that can bring help to a perishing world. 

In the signs which we have thus briefly 
noted, two facts can hardly fail to have 
been made clear: First, that the WORLD 


is in a more hopeful condition to be reach- 


ed by the genuine Gospel of Christ than 
ever before. And, Secondly, that the 
Chureh is in a state of preparation for a 
more successful presentation of the claims 
of the Gospel and a more convincing exhi- 
bition of its power than ever before. The 
conclusion, therefore, is logical and resist- 
less, that unless there is a marked and 
lamentable failure on the part of the 
Church to measure up to the greatness of 
her opportunity and of her promise, the 
day of mighty spiritual victories cannot 
long be delayed. . 


led into the seizure of territory and other 
Deeply as he loved his country, — 
said Canon Fletcher, he could not love 7 


things. 


unquestioningly, and he did not think h 
Maker wanted him to do it. The alterna 
tive hymn, breathing a different spirit from 
this “my country right or wrong” patriot- 
ism, will doubtless be preferred by ma: 
congregations. 

The Freedom of the Pulpit. There 
lately been won in the High Court 
spicuous vindication of the right of 1 
pit to express a Christian judgment 
crete public issues that have a mor 
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ing. At Clacton-on-Sea, a popular resort 
on the East Coast, the municipal authori- 
ties had rented the city hall to certain per- 
sons for Sunday evening entertainments. 
The Rev. 8S. M. Morris, a local Baptist 
minister, having learned on reliable au- 
thority that some of the performances were 
not only vulgar but morally offensive, de- 
nounced them in one of his sermons. There- 
upon the manager, producers and variety 
artists concerned brought an action for 
libel against the preacher, the journalist 
who reported his sermon, and the news- 
paper that published the report. The 
hearing of the case occupied several days. 
Distinguished counsel were briefed on each 
side and evidence respecting the character 
of the entertainments was given by vari- 
ous members of the audience as well as by 
the complainants and the defendants. The 
verdict of the jury, which was in favor of 
the defendants, with costs, was obviously 
in accord with the summing-up by Mr. 
Justice Avory. The Judge commended Mr. 
Morris’s honesty and straightforwardness 
as a witness and emphasized the signifi- 
cance of an admission by one of the per- 
formers that the best way of getting a 
laugh was to “slip one in now and again’”’— 
that is to say, to slip in some suggestive 
allusion. 


Notes and News. From April 1, the Re- 
ligious Tract Society (one hundred and 
thirty-six years old) and the Christian Lit- 
erature Society (seventy-seven years old) 
will be merged into a single organization. 
The object of both societies has been the 
production and circulation of Christian lit- 
erature, but the work of the C. L. S. has 
been mainly in the vernaculars of India 
and Africa. Five M. P.’s who are 
Methodist lay preachers are taking part 
with Gipsy Smith in an automobile evan- 
gelistic tour during the Easter vacation. 

. . The Duke of Kent will represent the 
King as Lord High Commissioner at this 
year’s General Assembly of the Church of 
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Seotland. 
affords an admirable working model of de- 
moecracy, for it has been held during the 
last seven years by two Royal Princes, a 
distinguished novelist (twice), a Scottish 
Lord-Lieutenant, and a miner (twice)... . 
On the second Sunday of each month, a 
service specially arranged for the benefit 
of overseas listeners is to be broadcast 
from St. Paul’s Cathedral. . . . There has 
been formed a Methodist Church Musie 
Society, with the object of cultivating and 
co-ordinating all the resources’ of Method- 
ism in the service of public worship. . 

A Temperance Cine Club has been started 
in order to promote the use of films in 
temperance teaching, . . The centenary 
of the London City Mission will be  cele- 
brated by a thanksgiving service in St. 
Paul’s Cathedral on May 16. 


Obiter Dicta. The Rev. A. E. Whitham 
thinks religion would be well served just 
now if our psychologists would talk not 
about their patients but about themselves, 
in full admission of the failure of their 
own methods to give them massive content 
and peace, with regenerative change. . . 
According to Prof. i. S. Waterhouse, the 
real alternative is not that of faith and 
doubt but that of faith and fear. . . 
Canon F. R. Barry predicts that the Church 
of England, if it is not careful, will organ- 
ize itself out of existence. It is killing 
off its best men one by one, and tearing the 
rest to rags and tatters in trivial and un- 
necessary activities. May we not pray, he 
asks, for a revived simplicity instead of 
this heetie and self-conscious busy-ness, as 
the matrix of a new Reformation? . 

The Rev. M. E. Aubrey hopes that one day 
we shall realize again that there is as 
much room for daring and high adventure 
in the realm of thought and truth as there 
is in the startosphere. . . . A man’s pray- 
ers, says the Rev. A. T. 8. Jones, are the 
best key to the nature of his beliefs. . 

According to Dr. James Black, the first 


The “Observer” thinks this office 
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thing in any sermon that is to be worth 
while must be development—the feeling 
that we are getting somewhere and estab- 


lishing something. 


New Books in England. “The Laby- 
rinth” (S.P.C.K.), edited by Prof. 8. H. 
Hooke, consists of eight essays, by various 
writers. on the relation between myth and 
ritual in the ancient world... . H. H. 
Rowley’s “Darius the Mede and the Four 
World Empires in the Book of Daniel” 
(University of Wales Press) is a critical 
and erudite examination of the different 
theories. . . Prof. Adam C. Welch has 
published his Baird Lectures under the title 
“Post-Exilic Judaism” (Blackwood). . . 
“The Chair of St. Peter” (Independent 
Press), by Thomas B. Howells, is a survey 
of the rise and fall of the Papal power. 
. . . A learned study of “Japanese Buddh- 
ism” (Arnold) is a posthumous work by 
Sir Charles Eliot, a distinguished Oxford 
scholar who was for several years British 
Ambassador at Tokyo. . . . Dr. A. E. 
Garvie’s “Revelation through History and 
Iixperience” (Nicholson) is the fruit of 
nearly half a century’s study and reflec- 
TLON. « « . Canon Bertrand R. Brasnett’s 
“God the Worshipful” (Longmans) is evi- 
dence of the revived emphasis on the place 
of worship in religion. . . . “The Art of 
the Logos” (Allen), by J. A. K. Thomson, 
has nothing to do with the Fourth Gospel 


but deals with story-telling in ancient 
times. . . . Hugh F. Frame’s “Wonderful, 
‘Counsellor’ (Hodder) is a new study of 


the life of Christ. - In “The Fourth 
River and Other Sermons from the Bible” 
(Skeffington) Canon K, E. Kirk makes an 
effective use of allegorical and mystical 
interpretation. Bishop Welldon’s 
“Characters of the Passion” (Skeffington) 
includes a set of addresses on the Words 
from the Cross... . “The Garment of the 
Living God” (Hodder), a posthumous work 
by Dr. James Young Simpson, deals with 
the relations of religion and science. 
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SPECIAL NOTICE 


The President of the General 
Synod of the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church is in hearty accord 
with the Call to Prayer for Peace 
that has been issued by the Federal 
Council, the American Section of the 
Universal Christian Council, and the 
World Alliance for International 
Friendship throwgh the Churches. 
(See “Messenger,” this issue, page 7.) 
Such a call is also to be issued by 
the major Protestant Churches both 
of Europe and Asia. His Holiness 


the Pope has issued a similar mes- 
sage to Roman Catholics throughout 
the world. It is hoped that all who 
bear the name of Christ in all lands 
will unite in a fellowship of prayer 
that peace may be maintained among 


the nations of the world. It is re- 
quested that in every service of pub- 
lic worship, beginning with Holy 
Week and continuing as long as the 
threat of war remains, prayer for 
peace be made. 


George W. Richards, 
President. 


At the 110th anniversary of the Theo- 
logical Seminary, Lancaster, Pa., Pro- 


fessor Carl E. Schneider, Eden Theological 
Seminary, will read the paper before the 
Historical Society on Wednesday, May 8, 
at 9 o’clock, 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. Maleolm E. Barr, from Mahanoy 
City, Pa., to 5 Spring Garden St., Lans- 
ford, Pa. 

Rev. Lloyd E. Coblentz, D.D., from West 
Palm Bedch, Fla., to 5102 Roland Ave., 
Baltimore, Md. 

Rev. Henry W. Holter, 
N. J., to 503 N. 38rd St., Emaus, Pa. 

Rev. A. C. Onasch, to Augusta, Mo. 

Rev. Carl A. Stadler, from R. 1, Box 57, 
to R. 1, Box 64, Somerville, Texas. 


from Glassboro, 


BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 


It is not often that two contributions 
come from the same town with the signa- 
ture “A Friend”, with only a few days in- 
tervening. Well, another “Friend” from 
Clear Spring, Md., sent us $2 for our 
Bowling Green Academy salary fund, and 
we are very grateful for the gift of this 
unknown friend. Total to date, $387. 
Please make all checks payable to Dr. 
Paul S. Leinbach, 1505 Race St. 


There was a large attendance at Cal- 
vary Chureh, Philadelphia, Pa., Dr. Chas. 
Peters, pastor, on Palm Sunday. There 
were 5 baptized, 15 received by confirma- 
tion, 10 by reprofession and 1 by letter. 


REV. GEORGE F. CHENOT 


Rev. George F. Chenot, late of 
Tiffin, Ohio, departed this life on 
Saturday morning, March 30, 1935, 


after three days’ illness with pneu- 


monig. He was born on April 20, 
1865. Further details will be given 
in a later issue of the “Messenger.” 


Holy Communion will be observed in 
Salem Church, St. Louis, Mo., Rev. W. A. 
Settlage, pastor, at 10 A. M., Easter Sun- 
day. Annual 8. 8. pienie will be held May 
18 in O’Fallon Park. This date is chosen 


in order to escape the extreme weather. 


The Fellowship Club of First Church, 
Los Angeles, Calif., Dr. Edward F. Eve- 
meyer, pastor, will sponsor an Easter 
pageant entitled “The Dawning”, on 
Kaster Sunday, at 7.30 P. M. This is a 
beautiful resurrection story which will be 
portrayed by over 50 people in costume. 

As a part of its 58th anniversary cele- 
bration, Quakertown Band attended wor- 
ship service on Feb, 24, in the First 
Church, Quakertown, Pa., Rev. Paul T. 
Stoudt, pastor. “Hearing the Overtones” 
was the title of the pastor’s inspiring ser- 
mon in honor of the visiting organization. 

Rev. Dr. Rufus ©. Zartman held a 
series of evangelistic services in Mt. Zion 
Church, near Etna, O. These started with 
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“MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE” 
(Memory Hymn for May) 


My faith looks up to Thee, 
Thou Lamb of Calvary, 
Saviour divine; 
Now hear me while I pray, 
Take all my guilt away, 
O let me from this day 
Be wholly Thine. 


May Thy rich grace impart 

Strength to my fainting heart, 

* My zeal inspire; 

As Thou hast died for me, 

O may my love to Thee, 

Pure, warm, and changeless be 
A living fire. 


While life’s dark maze I tread, 
And griefs around me spread, 
Be Thou my guide; 
Bid darkness turn to day, 
Wipe sorrow’s tears away, 
Nor let me ever stray 
From Thee aside. 


When ends life’s transient dream, 
When death’s cold ,sullen stream 
Shall o’er me roll, 
Blest Saviour, then in love, 
Fear and distrust remove; 
O bear me safe above, 
A ransomed soul. 


—Ray Palmer, 1830 
Lowell Mason, 1832 


services on Apr. 7 and continued each 
evening until Apr. 12, when they were 
concluded with the service that evening. 
Communion will be observed Palm Sunday 
morning. 

In Trinity Church, Philadelphia, Pa., 
tev. Purd EK. Deitz, pastor, there will be 
two Communion services Haster morning 
at 9 and 10.30. The Consistory and Con- 
firmation class will take Communion at 
the first service. The Church is planning 
for the largest number of communicants 
ever shown on their records. 

On Apr. 7, in St. Paul’s Church, St. 
Mary’s, O., Rev. George P. Kehl, pastor, 
the choir appeared for the first time in 
their new vestments. Attendance at morn- 
ing worship, since Nov. 1, has averaged 
between 460 and a few over 600. On 
Palm Sunday, 18 adults were received and 
29 were in Confirmation class. 

There was a confirmation class in Em- 
manuel Church, Allentown, Pa., Rev. Wil- 
lis D. Mathias, pastor, on Apr. 14, which 
was the largest in the history of the con- 
gregation. Dawn service will be held 
Easter at 6.30. Preparatory service will 
be held Good Friday at 7.45 P. M. and 
Holy Communion will be observed on 
Easter at 10.80 A. M. and 7.30 P. M. 

Trinity Church, Everett, Pa., Rev. J. HE, 
Scheetz, pastor, observed the 10th anni- 
versary ot the present pastorate with ap- 
propriate services. This is the second long- 
est pastorate of the Everett congregation 
since its organization 92 years ago, in 
1843. Rev. Matthew Irvine, who served 
many small congregations, was pastor at 
that time and remained 12 years. The 
charge has been served by 17 pastors. 


The Woman’s Interdenominational Union 
of Philadelphia and vicinity will hold two 
sessions on Thursday, April 25. The first 
will be held in Whittier Hall, 140 N. 15th 
St., at 12.30 P. M., with a luncheon limit- 
ed to 200 guests. Tickets 50c. The second 
meeting will be held in the Lutheran 
Chureh of the Holy Communion, Chestnut 
St., above 21st. The speaker and guest 
of honor will be Dr. Ida Scudder, Presi- 
dent, College for Women, Vellore, India. 


Rev. Hoy L. Fesperman of Lincolnton, 
was given a unanimous call to the pas- 
torate of First Church, High Point, N. C., 
succeeding Rev. W. R. Shaffer, now pastor 
of Faith Church, Philadelphia, Pa. Rev. 
Mr. Fesperman will take up his duties on 
June 1, At the same time, a $4,000 build- 


Cus Gata, 


ing program will be launched which will 
result in complete departmentalization of 
the S. S. and a new steam heating system 
for it, and the entire Church is to be re- 
covered. 


Confirmation service will be held in the 
morning on Palm Sunday in St. John’s 
Church, Lewisburg, Pa., Dr. H. H. Rupp, 
pastor. There will be a baptismal service 
in the afternoon and, in the evening, an- 
nual Reunion of Confirmation Classes, A 
special feature will be “The Green Pas- 
tures”, presented with stereoptican slides. 
$38.95 was paid toward salaries of mis- 
sionary pastors, $31.80 to debt fund of 
Foreign Missions Board and 68%, or 
$991.10, paid on apportionment for 1934, 


Special services were held in Heidelberg 
Church, Marion, Pa., Rev. J. C. Sanders, 
pastor, during Lent. The guest preachers 
were Revs. I. W. Hendricks, D.D., Pierce 
EK. Swope and G. E. Plott. Rev. Mr. Swope 
began his ministry in this Charge and is 
always a welcome and helpful visitor. 
The two Churches gave $226.88 in connec- 
tion with Foreign Mission Day. Includ- 
ing individual gifts, the Charge gave 
$276.88 toward the debt of the Foreign 
Board during the last year, Marion con- 
tributing $213.03 and Grindstone Hill 
$63.85. 

At Palm Sunday morning service in 
Trinity Church, Tiffin, O., Rev. Francis R. 
Casselman, pastor, children were baptized 
and confirmation class received. Trinity 
and First Presbyterian Churches united 
for the evening service and the Men’s and 
Women’s Choirs of Heidelberg College 
gave their annual sacred concert. Dr. EK. 
G. Homrighausen of Indianapolis, one of 
the most eminent ministers of our denom- 
ination today, spoke on “The Crisis in 
Burope” at Tiffin Forum in Rickly Chapel 
on Apr. 1 and at college chapel service 
Apr. 2. 

Cornerstone for the new Church of the 
Redeemer, Dushore, Pa., Rev. Clement B. 
Meyers, pastor, was placed in position 
Sunday afternoon, Mar. 31, with a very 
impressive service. The stone was donat- 
ed by Mr. J. V. MePherson of Towanda, 
and cemented by the pastor, who used a 
silver trowel. The Rev. Walter C. Beck 
of Nesecopeck brought greetings and a real 
spiritual cornerstone message of love and 
power. An appreciative audience also en- 
joyed special vocal and _ instrumental 
music, 


On Palm Sunday, Dr. J. Kern McKee, 
pastor of Zion Church, York, Pa., wore 
for the first time the beautiful silk gown 
presented by a member of his Church. 


Confirmation class was also gowned. On. 


Good Friday there will be union services 
by the 7 Churches in the southern end of 
the city from 1 to 4 P. M. Children will 
be baptized Easter at 4 P. M. in Zion 
Church. Junior Dept. will present a 
pageant which will be followed by Con- 


SPRING MEETINGS OF CLASSES 
1935 


APRIL 23: 


Chicago, 2 P. M., First, Rev. J. M. John- 
son, 625 Tyler St., Gary, Ind. 

APRIL 29: 
East Susquehanna, Grace, Rev. Morgan 
Peters, 136 E. Third St., Mt. Carmel, 

a. 

Lakeside Hungarian, Hungarian Reform- 
ed, Rev. Arpad Bernath, 860 Coburn St., 
Akron, Ohio. 
Indianapolis, St. Luke’s, Rev. Claudius 
J. Snyder, Mulberry, Ind. 
Zion’s Hungarian, Magyar, Rev. Michael 
Toth, 8016 Vanderbilt Ave., Detroit, 
Mich. 

APRIL 30: 
Minnesota, Trinity, Rev. Esra R. Vorn- 
holt, M. C. Road, LaCrosse, Wis. 
Lincoln, 7.30 P. M., St. Paul’s, Imogene, 
la., Rev. Ernest Gander, Dawson, Nebr. 
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ONE HUNDRED AND TENTH ANNI- 
VERSARY OF THE THEOLOGIAL 
SEMINARY LANCASTER, PA. 


Friday, May 3: 

8.00 P.M. A Play written by Student 
Paul Nagy, Jr., and pre- 
sented by the Seminary 
Players in MHensel Hall, 
Franklin & Marshall College 

Sunday, May 5: 
11.00 A.M. Baccalaureate Sermon, 
Prof. Oswin 8. Frantz, D.D. 


Monday, May 6: 


7.00 P.M. Meeting of the Board of 
Visitors 
8.00 P.M. Reception of the Senior 


Class at the home of Presi- 
dent and Mrs. Richards 
Tuesday, May 7: 


8.00 P.M. Anniversary Sermon, 

Dean Willard L. Sperry, 
D.D., . Harvard Divinity 
School 

Wednesday, May 8: 


9.15 A.M. Meeting of the Historical 
Society. Address by Prof. 
Carl E. Schneider, Eden 
Theological Seminary 
Meeting of the Board of 
Trustees 
Meeting of 
Association 
11.30 A.M. Anniversary 
1.00 P.M. Luncheon 


(Daylight Saving Time) 


10.00 A. M. 


10.45 A.M. the Alumni 


gregational Social, Apr. 24, at 7.45, and on © 
Apr. 28, the choir will have a post-Easter 
musical, 


March financial statement in Immanuel 
Church, Indianapolis, Ind., Rev. H. F. 
Weckmueller, pastor, was the best for the 
last year and a half. Total receipts, not 
counting building fund, were $828.44, 
$248.52 of which was for benevolence. Ap- 
portionment for 3 months is paid. The 
Gleaners are sending around a Gypsy 
Basket among their membership, proceeds 
to go to the building fund. The basket 
contains an article which may be bought 
at one’s own price. Money is put in the 
coin box and the article replaced by an- 
other from the purchaser. 

St. John’s congregation, Red Lion, Pa., 
Rev. Oliver K. Maurer, pastor, held two 
weeks of Lenten Revival Services from 
Mar. 17 to 31. Mr. Mack A. Mahey, a 
gospel. song director, assisted materially 
in the program. The pastor preached all 
the sermons of the series but four. Of 
these four, Dr. Allan S. Meck of York 
presented three. The other was presented 
by Dr. J. B. Baker, pastor of St. Mat- 
thew’s Lutheran Church, York. During 
the two weeks, a total of 5,200 people at- 
tended the services. 


Apr. 7 was “Children at Chureh” Sun- 
day in Memorial Church, York, Pa., Rey. 
Dr. Edward O. Keen, pastor. Children of 
the Beginners, Primary and Junior Depts. 
of S. S., with their teachers, attended 
morning service in a body. The pastor 
had a. special message for them. Both 
the children’s choir and senior choir ren- 
dered appropriate anthems. The pastor 
preached special Lenten services in Grace, 
Trinity First and Grace Lutheran Churches 
of York, Trinity Church of Hellam, and 
Shiloh Church, Shiloh. 


On Mar. 31, St. Luke’s Church, Brad- 
dock, Pa., Rev. John A. Borger, pastor, 
united with Fourth St. M. E. Chureh for 
union evening service. Several numbers © 
were presented by the choir of that Church 
and the sermon was preached by Rey. Dr. 
Harry Price, pastor of the M. E. Chureh 
of Crafton, Pa. Lenten services were held 
Apr. 8 to 12, with special musie each even- 
ing by various departments of the con-— 
gregation, and the Revs. Nevin Smith o: 
Evans City, W. E. Reifsnyder of MeK 
port, A. J. Herman of Duquesne, Ho) 


a a» 


Chureh, Huntingdon, 
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Loch of Pitcairn, and L. F. Stueber of 
Millvale, as guest preachers. 


The Lenten Mid-Week services in Kar- 
mel Church, Philadelphia, Pa., Rev. W. G. 
Weiss, pastor, have been conspicuous this 
year for their large attendances. At the 
recent one held April 11, notwithstanding 
raw wind and rain, the new commodious 
8. 8S. assembly room was well filled with 
fathers, brothers and sons, as well as with 
mothers. sisters and daughters. It was a 
great Church-family gathering! Dr. J. 
Rauch Stein was the guest preacher. His 
message was a friendly challenge so to 
labor together in both the German and 
the English Philadelphia Classes that, by 
fraternal co-operation, they may create a 
new 20th Century illustration of St. Paul’s 
interpretation of the Church: “Now ye are 
the body of Christ and severally members 
thereof.” The pastor and his loyal people, 
younger and older, are an inspiration to the 
guest pastors because of their willingness 
to work together and to venture hitherto 
with the pioneer spirit of their forefathers, 
into new areas of undeveloped spiritual 
acreage. 


Palm Sunday services were held in St. 
John’s Church, this city, at 11 A. M,, 
with the Rey. E. E. Leiphart in charge of 
the service. The sermon was given by the 
Rev. Dr. Ambrose M. Schmidt. Theme and 
text were, “Behold Your King”. Prepara- 
tory services will be held Good Friday 
evening. The Holy Communion will be 
celebrated Easter Sunday morning at 10.30 
with the Rev. E. E. Leiphart, the Rev. 
Dr. EH. L. McLean, and the Rev. G. H. 
Gebhart participating in the service. Sun- 
day, April 28, in Old First Church, the 
morning service will be the first service 
of the united congregations, following 
their merger, and the sermon will be de- 
livered by the Rev. Dr. G. W. Richards, 
President of the General Synod of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church. 


In St. Paul’s Church, Greenville, O., 
Rev. Edgar V. Loucks, pastor, steward- 


ship essays occupied the attention of some - 


of the congregation again this year. This 
is one of the most helpful, profitable efforts 
in which young people can engage. We 
are delighted that every year some accept 
the challenge. Heidelberg College Men’s 
Glee Club sang in the local high school at 
special assembly the afternoon of Mar. 29 
and gave a concert in the Church in the 
evening, where many of Greenville’s 
musicians were in attendance. The audi- 
ence was large and appreciative. On Mar. 
30, they were guests of the Rotary Club, 
giving some of their leading vocal and in- 
strumental numbers. We congratulate the 
director, Prof. A. S. Ebersole. Much credit 
is due him in rounding out a group of 
singers whose blending and balance are 
such noteworthy features of their singing. 


Rev. Harold E. Ditzler, pastor of St. 
Luke’s Church, Lock Haven, Pa., and Rev. 
Hobart D. McKeehan of the Abbey 
exchanged pulpits 
morning and evening on Mar. 31. The 
Federation of Women’s Clubs of Pa. will 
hold their annual convention in Abbey 
Church on May 16. Dr. David Cushman 
Coyle, member of President Roosevelt’s 
Advisory Committee, will be the speaker 
at the meeting of the Men’s League of 
the Abbey Church on May 22 at 6.15 P. M. 
Dr. Coyle will speak on the subject, “The 
Capitalist System: Can It Be Saved?” 
Reservations for dinner may be made by 
addressing the Men’s League, Abbey 
Church, Huntingdon, Pa. During the week 
of Mar. 25, Rev. Hobart D. McKeehan 
was guest lecturer and Minister in Resi- 
dence at Auburn Theological Seminary, 
Auburn, N. Y. Mr. MecKeehan lectured on 
the subject, “Some Modern Approaches to 
the Meaning of Christ”. 


A very interesting series of committee 
meetings was held in St. Louis last week 
which brought appreciably closer the uni- 
fication of the work of the two groups of 
the Evangelical and Reformed Church. 


ss 
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The Committees on Unified Literature and 
Visual Presentation of the Committee on 
Promotion and Correlation of the Execu- 
tive Committee of General Synod held sep- 
arate meetings, at each of which decided 
progress was made. The matter of the 
missionary education program and_ set-up 
for the new Church was gone into thor- 
oughly by a very representative group. 
The Executive Secretaries of the Boards 
of Christian HNducation, Home Missions, 
and Foreign Missions, together with rep- 
resentatives of the Young People’s organi- 
zations, the Woman’s Missionary Society, 
and the Women’s Union of the two 
Churches spent a whole day in studying 
the missionary education problem from 
every angle. Definite forward-looking de- 
cisions were reached, and plans formulated. 
Further reports of this meeting will be pre- 
sented by the Secretary. 


TUNE IN ON THIS SUNRISE SERVICE 


The members of several hundred Evan- 
gelical and Reformed Churches within the 
range of receptivity of Station WGBF 
(630 k.e.), Evansville, Ind., are invited to 
tune in on the annual Waster sunrise serv- 
ice to be broadcast as usual from St. Lucas 
Evangelical Church, Evansville, at 6.30 
Ve Carnie): 

Armin Haeussler, Pastor. 


BUILDING FOR CHRIST 
Tune—“Follow the Gleam” 


To Endeavorers of every state 
Comes a challenge that’s strong and 
clear— 
It’s a challenge to recreate 
And to build through the coming year, 


Chorus: 
Building, Building, 
Building for Christ, 
With heart and hand, 
Bravely we stand. 
Building, Building, 
Building for Christ 
?Til we build Him a Christian land. 


We know there is much to do 

If Christ in this world we’d live; 
Our talents we pledge anew, 

And to Him our service give. 


Whatever the task may be; 
Wherever the path may lead; 
We'll build for Eternity, 
And know that we shall succeed. 


—wWords by Geneva F. Ely 


THE 189TH ANNUAL MEETING OF 
THE EASTERN SYNOD 


The Eastern Synod of the Keformed 
Church in the United States (Evangelical 
and Reformed Church) will meet in 189th 
Annual Sessions on Monday, May 20, A. D. 
1935, at 7.45 P. M., in accordance with 
the accepted invitation from the St. John’s 
Reformed Church, Williamsport, Pa., the 
Rev. William C. Rittenhouse, pastor. The 
opening session will be held in the First 
Evangelical Church, on the northeast cor- 
ner of Packer and Ross Sts., just opposite 
the St. John’s Reformed Church. 


The Synod will meet in General Con- 
vention. The attention of Charges and 
Consistories is called to the constitutional 
provision requiring them to eare for the 
necessary expenses of the pastor and dele- 
gate elder. The official delegates are: 
1. Every minister enrolled in each of the 
Classes of the Synod; 2. The elder pri- 
marius, or his secundus, who represented 
the Charge at the annual meeting of the 
Classis. The Constitution of the Reformed 
Church requires that the delegates be 
punctual in attending the sessions of the 
Judicatores to which they have been elect- 
ed and that they remain until the close of 
the sessions. 
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Announcement concerning hotel accom- 
modations, entertainment and meals will 
be made by the pastor loci, in a special 
communication to be sent to all enrolled 
ministers and pastors for themselves and 
their delegate elders. 

The Roll Clerk, the Rey. Homer Skyles 
May, will be in the vestibule of the St. 
John’s Reformed Church 20 minutes before 
the opening of Synod and each session 
thereafter. The enrollment blanks for 
each delegate will be sent out in advance 
by mail. The Annual Blue Book will be 
mailed, under special cover, early in May. 
Representatives of Boards and Institutions 
will be heard in connection with the pre- 


sentation of the reports of the several 
committees dealing with their specifie 
work, 


By order of the Eastern Synod, 
Paul Reid Pontius, President 
J. Rauch Stein, Stated Clerk 
1505 Race St., 
Philadelphia, Pa., April 12, 1935 


JUNIATA CLASSIS 


Juniata Classis met in Annual Session 
at Grace Chureh, Altoona, Pa., Mar. 11 
and 12. Preceding the formal opening, 
which took place Monday evening, a Spir- 
itual Retreat was held all day Monday. 
The Rey. C, Earl Gardner presided at the 
morning session; a Devotional Meditation 
was given by the Rev. H. D. McKeehan; 
preparatory service was conducted by the 
Revs. C. D. Rockel and N. 8. Greenawalt; 
the sermon was preached by the Rev. F. D. 
Eyster, and Communion administered by 
the Revs. J. W. Yeisley, J. Earl Dobbs, 
J. W. Bechtel and Elder F. L. Long. 


In the afternoon, following a Quiet Hour 
conducted by the Revs. George Dillinger, 
J. Albert Eyler and Joseph R. Stoudt, a 
discussion was held on Stewardship, intro- 
duced by a paper read by the Rev. Dr. J. 
M. Runkle. Rev. J. G. Grimmer presided 
at the discussion, and the session was 
closed by an address by the Rev. W. O. H. 
Garman, United Presbyterian pastor of 
Altoona. Classis was conducted through 
the Catholic Cathedral by Father Madden 
and Mr, N. S. Stevens, of Altoona. 


At the evening session Classis was 
formally opened by a religious service con- 
ducted by the Revs. J. Edwin Sheets and 
C. D. Rockel. The sermon was preached 
by the Rev. W. H. Miller, retiring Presi- 
dent. The Rey. J. Earl Dobbs was elected 
President. Greetings were brought by the 
Hon. J. J. MeMurray, Mayor of Altoona, 
and the Rev. A. L. Bixler, President of 
the Altoona Ministerial Association. The 
choir of Grace Church sang a very fine 
anthem. 

On Tuesday morning the devotions were 
conducted by the Rev. C. Nevin Stamm, 
and the Rev. O. H. Sensenig delivered the 
Devotional Meditation. At the afternoon 
service devotions were conducted by the 
Rev. W. Ronald Yocum. 


The business of Classis was conducted 
with thoroughness and dispatch. Practi- 
cally all of the delegates remained until 
the end and a very fine spirit prevailed. 
Reports indicated good progress on the 
part of the Church. Two of our promising 
rural charges have recently been filled by 
young graduates of the Seminary, leaving 
only one vacant charge in Juniata Classis. 
Prospects for paying a larger amount of 
Apportionment for 1935 look very promis- 
ing. The delegates appreciated their en- 
tertainment by the congregation—and 
especially by the ladies—of Grace Church. 

Officers for 1935 are: Rev. J. Earl Dobbs, 
of Cessna, President; Elder Howard Diehl, 
of Blue Knob, Vice-President; Rev. O. H. 
Sensenig of Alexandria, Stated Clerk; Rey. 
C. Nevin Stamm, of Manns Choice, Cor- 
responding Secretary; and Rey. J. Albert 
Eyler, of Bedford, Treasurer. 


—Rk. J. H. 
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Beggar: “Madam, I have not seen a piece 
of meat for weeks.” 

Housewife: “Mary, 
mutton chop.” 


show this poor man a 


Language to Order: “Make a sentence 
using the word evanescent.” 

“Well, well, well, evanescent 
friend Charlie!” 


my old 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


THE EASTER TREE 


Text, Acts 5:30, “The God of our fathers 
raised up Jesus, whom ye slew hanging 
Him on a tree.” 


We are all familiar with the Christmas 
Tree which played so important a part 
in the enjoyment of our childhood Christ- 
mas days. Some years ago I read about 
the Easter Tree, which is a name less 
familiar to us than the Christmas Tree. 

In the days of the Apostles the cross of 
Christ was often referred to as “the tree”. 
Our text is one of the four passages in 
the New Testament where this name is 
given to the cross. Two of the others are 
tound in the Acts and one in St. Paul’s 
epistle to the Galations. 

After Peter had wrought great miracles 
of healing, he and his fellow- apostles were 
imprisoned because, as St. Luke tells us, 
the Sadducees were filled with jealousy. 
The council decided to meet early the next 
morning to consider what should be done 
with the prisoners. But when they were 
in session and sent for the prisoners, the 
officers reported that although the prison- 
house was shut in all safety, and the 
keepers standing at the doors, the prison- 
ers were not to be found. 

Later the report was brought to the 
council that the men whom they put in 
the prison were in the temple teaching the 
people. An angel of the Lord had come 
by night and opened the prison doors and 
brought them out, saying, “Go ye, and 
stand and speak in the temple to the peo- 
ple all the words of this Life.” 

The council sent officers to the temple 
to bring the prisoners before them. And 
when they were brought in, the high priest 
asked them, saying, “We strictly charged 
you not to teach in this name: and be- 
hold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your 
teaching, and intend to bring this man’s 
blood upon us.” But Peter and the apos- 
tles answered and said, “We must obey 
God rather than men. The God of our 
fathers raised up Jesus, Whom ye slew, 
hanging on a tree. Him did God exalt 
with His right hand to be a Prince and 
a Saviour, to give repentance to Israel, 
and remission of sins. And we are wit- 
nesses of these things; and so is the Holy 
Spirit, whom God hath given to them 
that obey Him.” 

The apostles were then beaten and let 
go, being charged not to speak in the 
name of Jesus. They departed from the 
presence of the council, rejoicing that 
they were counted worthy to suffer dis- 
honor for the Name. And every day, in 
the temple and at home, they ceased not 
to teach and to preach Jesus as the Christ. 

The Christmas Tree is an evergreen, to 
show that ~God’s love never fades. The 
Easter Tree is not an evergreen, but is 
made of portions of other trees. In the 
winter time they stand with bare branches. 
As you look at them you will often find 


the form of a cross where the smaller 
branches shoot out on each side of the 
main ones. All through the winter this 
tree stands like a skeleton and looks as 
though it were dead. But in the spring 
new leaves are put forth and soon the 
tree is covered with vernal beauty. 

The cross upon which Jesus was eruci- 
fied was made of two pieces of a tree— 
an upright trunk which was placed into 
the ground, and a cross-piece which was 
nailed upon it before the body of Jesus 
was placed upon it. The cross which was 
thus made might be called the Good Fri- 
day Tree. Afterwards, because of the 
sacrifice that was made upon it and the 
victory which Jesus won for us it became 
the Easter Tree. 


THE NEED OF FELLOWSHIP 


We need a broader fellowship 
To weld mankind together; 

A fellowship of sanctity 
When men are in foul weather. 


We need to cultivate in heart 
A wish to see the light, 

That shows the honor way to war 
Distracted foes of right. 


We need to build a fellowship 
That’s tuned with harmony; 

A fellowship that’s mellowed with 
A tender sympathy. 


We need to build a fellowship 
Ennobling man to live, 

That he may learn unselfishly 
Rich charity to give. 


We need to build a fellowship 
That sparkles bright with cheer; 

That pictures plain the lovely way 
When mankind is sincere. 


True. fellowship means charity— 
A mantle warm for all, 

And too, that ears are harkening 
To heed a brother’s call. 


—Harry Troupe Brewer 


Hagerstown, Md. 


From the faet that the name tree was 
given to the cross in the New Testament 
that name is much in evidence in poetry 
and in Christian hymns. Henry Hart Mill- 
man wrote as follows: 


“Bound upon th’ aceursed tree, 
Dread and awful, who is He? 

By the prayer for them that slew— 
‘Lord, they know not what they do!’ 
By the spoiled and empty grave; 
By the souls He died to save; 

By the conquest He hath won; 

By the saints before His throne; 
By the rainbow round His brow; 
Son of God, ’tis Thou! ’tis Thou!” 


In the familiar hymn of Isaae Watts we 
sing: 


“Alas! and did my Saviour bleed, 

And did my Sov’reign die. 

Would He devote that sacred head 
For sinners such as I? 


“Was it for crimes that I have done 
He groaned upon the tree? 
Amazing pity! grace unknown, 
And love beyond degree!” 


After Christ was risen from the tomb 
the cross had a new meaning. If His 


death upon the cross had ended all, the 
cross would always have been a Good 
Friday Tree, an emblem of suffering and 
defeat. But when Christ came forth from 
the tomb on Easter morning, bringing life 
and immortality to light, the eross be- 
came an Easter Tree. 

In his letter to the Galatians, St. Paul, 
referring to Deuteronomy 21:23, says, “It 
is written, Cursed is every one that hang- 
eth on a tree.” Up to the time of Jesus’ 
crucifixion, the cross was looked upon as 
a means of torture and punishment and 
death for those who were charged with 
some gross crime. The cross was looked 
upon in those days in the same light in 
which the gallows were afterward ap- 
praised, But since Christ’s great victory 
the cross has become highly esteemed as 
a Christian symbol and is much in eyi- 
dence in our Churches. Not only upon Ro- 
man and Greek Catholic altars but also 
upon many Protestant altars, the cross 
occupies a central place. And it is used 
a great deal as an ornament in different 
parts of the Church. The cross may there- 
fore truly be called the Easter Tree. 


There is a legend, that when Jesus 
arose from His grave and walked out of 
Joseph’s garden, white lilies blossomed in 
His footsteps, so that wherever He went, 
bloom and beauty sprang up. The legend - 
faintly illustrates what was true of Him 
all His life long. Wherever He went, 
blessings followed, the sick were healed, 
the discouraged were cheered, the sorrow- 
ing were comforted. And now the Easter 
awakening is seen everywhere, the new 
life springs up wherever the Easter mes- 


-sage is heard, and new hope is born in 


all hearts. 

If it were not for the Easter Tree the 
Christmas Tree would not have much 
meaning for us. It was because Jesus 
hung upon the tree and gave His life for 
us, and because He won the victory over 
death and the grave for us, that the 
Easter Tree means so much to us. 

The Bible compares us to trees, and 
how nice it would be if every one of you 
would try to be an Easter Tree, bringing 
forth blossoms of beauty and fruits of 
blessedness to show your gratitude to 
Christ for what He has done for you. We 
tie ornaments upon the Christmas tree to 
add to its beauty and to remind us of 
God’s great gift to us. But if you are 
truly an Easter Tree the adornments of 
beauty will grow from within because of 
the resurrection life within you. 


“In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime.” 


Housekeeper (bitterly): “Do we have to 
pay for the water you put in the milk?” 
Milkman: “No mum; that’s thrown in for 


good measure.” 


By Alliene De Chant Seltzer 


In my home-Chureh-Sehool the very 
smallest children are given an Has 
gift, and what do you a ell it is? 


the Church School leaders, you 
that the plant is the symbol ° 


a 
> 
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Easter spirit, for, out from the dark seed, 
buried deep in the ground, comes forth 
the bud and then the blossom—just as 
Jesus rose from the darkness of Good 
Friday, His death upon the Cross, and 
His burial in the tomb, into the light of 
Easter Day. Shut-ins, too, and folks who 
are lonely, would welcome a plant, too, for 
their Easter gift, so why not plan to spend 
the money you have really-truly earned 
yourself, for a plant, whose fragrance will 
shed forth the Easter spirit? So here’s 
“A Joyous Easter!” to all my boys and 
girls, who will always celebrate this 
sacred Sunday as a Blossom Day, and 
share its brightness with those we love, 
and with those who are sick and lonely. 


The preacher requested the Bishop to 


‘move him to another parish. 
“Why do you want to leave your present 


parish?” asked the Bishop. 
The preacher answered, “Because I can’t 
live on soft soap and saw-dust.” 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO — WORD SANDWICHES, 


No. 27 
1. S—tale—R 5. D—rove—R 
2. T—race—R 6. S—wear—S 
3. M—aide—N 7. S—pare—S 
4. G—rant—S 8. S—trip—E 


BEHEAD AND CURTAIL THESE, No. 3 


1. Behead and curtail publie storehouses 
and get narrow woven fabric. Curtail 
and get a faucet. 

Behead and curtail postage necessities 
and get to drive down by a series of 
blows. Curtail and get a head covering. 
Behead and curtail an ancient Greek 
city and get an adjective denoting time 
when. Behead and get a domestic fowl. 
Behead and curtail to overtop other ob- 
jects and get to be indebted to. Be- 
head and find a personal pronoun. 
Behead and curtail the capital of an- 
ecient Laconia and get to divide. Cur- 
tail and find the established value. 
Behead and curtail upsets a liquid and 
get a medicated globule. Behead it and 
be sick. 

Behead and curtail small rocks and get 
the quality of a sound. Behead it and 
get a numeral. —A.M. §. 
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Barber: “Well, my little man, how would 
you like to have your hair cut.” 

Dick (aged six): “If you please sir, just 
like father’s; and don’t forget the little 
round hole at the top where the head comes 
through.” 


Talkative Lady: “A big man like you 
might be better occupied than in cruelly 
eatehing little fish.” 

' Angler: “Perhaps you are right. 
this fish had kept its mouth 
wouldn’t be here.” 


But if 
shut he 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


BUSY AND HAPPY 
Helen Gregg Green 


Have yeu a young son or a young daugh- 
ter? If so, are you awake to the meaning 
of personal development? So many fathers 
and mothers do not realize the grave im- 


portance of allowing their boys and girls 


to undertake definite responsibilities. If 


ey are not allowed the privilege of mak- 
decisions for themselves and working 


a 
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CHURCH 


Verses to Memorize 
By GRENVILLE KLEISER 


PROTECTION 
Christ walks with me today, 
Christ guards me all the way, 
Christ meets my smallest need, 
Christ guides my every deed. 


a 


out personal problems, their development 
is being interfered with. Privileges of 
this sort should begin in very’ early child- 
hood, since even little tots have problems 
to solve. If you encourage a child to 
develop initiative, perseverance and help- 
fulness, you will be rewarded deeply and 
richly. 

Just the other day I overheard two 
mothers discussing their ideas on this sub- 
ject. They are close friends and feel 
privileged to express their thoughts freely 
and frankly. 

“Martha, I think it’s rather unfair— 
the way you give Charlie so much respons- 
ibility,” said one. “Why, he’ll never have 
any boyhood at all. After you go down 
town I often see him holding his little 
sisters by the hand, taking them with 
him wherever he happens to be going. It 
must be embarrassing for him, to say the 
least. Why, Sonny just wouldn’t do it, 
and I wouldn’t expect it of him.” 

“But, Kathryn, you don’t understand. 
I have much to do, and Charlie offers to 
take the children with him. He is glad 
and happy to help me in any way he can. 
He not only takes the children out for me, 
but he helps me at home. He can serve 
a dinner as nicely as his father, and he can 
wash the dishes and make the beds. But,” 
proudly, “he’s also captain of his football 
team and president of his class. You see, 
he’s a many-sided kind of boy.” 

Kathryn admitted surprise. “Oh, I 
didn’t know that; I didn’t suppose he had 
time to be with the boys,” she said. 

“You know they say, ‘If you want any- 
thing done, get a busy man to do it,’” 
Charlie’s mother continued. “I guess it’s 
the same way with the younger genera- 
tion. I don’t like to ‘brag’ too much,” 
laughingly, “but I seldom have to ask 
Charlie twice to do anything. And the 
best part of it is, he does everything cheer- 
fully. I really think the more he has to 
do the happier he is.” 

“That is something worth considering,” 
Kathryn, mother of the boy who “just 
wouldn’t do it” answered, thoughtfully. 
“Perhaps children ‘play up’ to what is ex- 
pected of them. If you don’t expect much, 
you don’t get much. It may be that Son- 
ny would be happier if he had certain 
things to do. Perhaps I am coddling him 
too much, making decisions for him that 
he should make for himself. Charlie is a 
nice boy and he does seem happy.” 


FOOD FACTS 
Did You Know That: 

——Lima beans and olives are 
the most alkaline of the 
common foods. 

——An ancient Sanskrit proverb 
says “Man may live without 
bread but without milk he 
dies.” 


—Retailers are urged to adver- 
tise canned goods in terms 
of ounces of content. 

— Clover, hay, bran and good 


pasture grass improve the 

flavor of milk and butter. 
These “food facts” are compiled 
by the Division of Consumer 
Information, New Jersey State 
Department of Agriculture. 
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Sermons by Prominent 
Preachers 


Morning and Evening 
By J. D. Jones 


Famous through all England for his 
Jiberal viewpoint. These twenty ser- 
mons are called his crowning literary 
achievement. 

Price, $2.00, Postpaid 


God’s Search for Man 
By Karl Barth 


To stand against Hitler is dangerous. 
Barth is an exile. He has been dis- 
missed from the faculty of Bonn Univer- 
sity, but from the other side of the Ger- 
man border he continues to lead the 
fight. This new collection of sermons 
are those preached during the present 
period of religious stress. 

Price, $2.00, Postpaid 


The Church and Civilization 
By Lynn Harold Hough 


A mine of inspiration. It shows today 


to be a time of immense vitality for the 
Christian religion. 
Price, $2.00, Postpaid 


Arrows of Light 
By Boynton Merrill 


Ten sermons by this able pastor who 
has one of the largest congregations of 
greater Boston. 


Price, $1.00, Postpaid 


The Inexhaustible Christ 
By Carl H. Elmore 


Ten sermons of unusual interest. As 
a speaker at colleges and at ministerial 
conferences Dr. Elmore is in wide de- 
mand. 

Price, $1.00, Postpaid 


A Man of Property 
By Harris Elliott Kirk 


A group of sermons built around one 
famous Biblical character—Jacob. Dr. 
Kirk since 1928 has held the chair of 
Liblieal Literature in Goucher College. 

Price, $1.00, Postpaid 


The Way of Faith 
By Joseph R. Sizoo 


An uncommonly shrewd observer of 
the American scene. His sermons con- 
tain a wealth of wise counsel on meet- 
ing the problems immediately confront- 
ing us. 

Price, $1.00, Postpaid 


Courage for Today 
By Preston Bradley 


The challenge of life is becoming 
more and more difficult. What are we 
coing to do about it? COURAGE FOR 
TODAY lights the path and lends a 
helping hand. 


Price, $1.50, Postpaid 
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“During the recent years I have given 
very little attention to the place of im- 
portance of kindergarten work, but more 
recently I have come to realize the impor- 
tance of it and thoroughly believe that 
in the condition in which most modern 
homes are today, genuine kindergarten 
work supplies a very real need.”—H. A. 
Kelsey, President, Sterling College, Kan- 
sas. 

Is there a kindergarten in your com- 
munity? If not, it would be quite worth- 
while to try to get one opened. Be sure 
that a properly trained kindergarten 
teacher is put in charge. The National 
Kindergarten Association, 8 West Fortieth 
Street, New York City, will gladly aid you 
with advice and publicity material. 


Groom: “These biscuits are just like the 
ones mother used to make.” 

Bride: “Really.” 

Groom: “Yes, that’s why father left her.” 


“Now,” said the chemistry professor, 
“this cylinder is full of a deadly gas. 
Should any escape, what steps would you 
take?” 

“Long ones,” replied the pupil promptly. 


The Family Altar 


By the Rev. Herman J. Naftzinger 


HELPS FOR THE WEEK OF APR. 22-28 


Memory Verse: Oh, how love I Thy law! 
It is my meditation all the day. Psalm 
ili eaeyy 

Memory Hymn: 
Risen Today” (176). 

Theme: The Holy Scriptures. 


“Christ the Lord is 


Monday: The Inspiration of the Bible 
II Timothy 3:14-17 

Literature and all kinds of printed stuff 
comes upon us in floods these days. Much 
of it is not only dull and uninteresting, 
but positively baneful and destructive. 
How fortunate we are in that we can turn 
our backs to every word of current printed 
matter and still retain the most inspiring 
Book or collection of books ever written. 
The trouble with most of us is that we 
do not have the patience to read the Bible 
because it inspires us to think. And we 
are usually too busy or too lazy to think. 

Prayer: O Thou who art the Author and 
Perfecter of our faith, we acknowledge 
Thee as the eternal Word which speaks to 
us in and through the Holy Scriptures. 
Seek us out and cause us to walk in the 
light of the Gospel which is contained in 
the Book of books. Amen. 


Tuesday: The Worth of the Bible 
Psalm 19:7-14 


One of the most precious habits to be 
formed in childhood is the memorizing of 
Scripture passages, modern educational ten- 
dencies to the contrary notwithstanding. 
The times can never be counted when a 
gem from the Bible, learned in the plastic 
years of childhood, has leaped, at the psy- 
chological moment, into its proper place to 
bring comfort, strength, courage and hope 
to the souls of distracted men and women 
in their adult years. It is at such times 
that it can truly be said of “the judg- 
ments of the Lord: More to be desired are 
they than gold, yea than much fine gold: 
sweeter also than honey and the honey- 
comb.” 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, Thy Word is 
a lamp unto my feet and a light unto our 
path. Thy statutes are right, rejoicing the 
heart and the commandment of the Lord is 
pure, enlightening the eyes. Help us to 
see the true worth of all Thy precious 
Word so that we may catch its spirit and 
ever live under the freedom of its truth. 
Amen, 


GHU RCH 


Wednesday: The Reading of the Bible 
Nehemiah 8:1-8 

Nehemiah was sure that it was of no use 
to rebuild the ashen city of Jerusalem 
without first laying a strong religious foun- 
dation. Therefore the Law was read to 
the people and its meaning explained. This 
is just as essential today, in the midst of 
our erumbling civilization, as it was in 
Palestine in the fifth century B.C. We 
need to read the Bible devotionally, regu- 
larly, humbly and intelligently. A wave of 
Bible reading in such a fashion would be 
the best kind as security for the future of 
our civilization. 

Prayer: O Thou great Lawgiver and Up- 
holder of the universe, hasten to remind us 
of Thy commandment and Thy eternal 
Word, heeding which we shall inhabit “A 
city that hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God.” Amen. 


Thursday: The Study of the Bible 
Acts 17:10-15 

The Jews in the snyagogue at Berea set 
a good example by “Searching the Serip- 
tures daily.” The Bible is by no means 
an easy book to read, and we cannot read 
it intelligently unless we study it thor- 
oughly. To do this we must make use of 
all the modern critical apparatus available. 
If this cannot be done we ought certainly 
to make unsparing use of modern transla- 
tions of the Bible such as those of Moffat, 
Goodspeed, Weymouth, etec., not to men- 
tion the American Revised version. To 
study the Seriptures in this manner is not 
to dishonor them, as some people would 
have us think, but to make the best use of 
our talents in fathoming the depths of the 
meaning of the eternal Word of God. 

Prayer: Give us diligence to study Thy 
Word, O God, as we seek the highest ex- 
pression of Truth. Guard us against the 
temptation to read into the Bible that 
which is not there. Make our study of the 
Scriptures just as truly reverent and con- 
seerated as our reading of them in the 
sanctuary, to Thy name’s honor and glory. 
Amen, 


Friday: The Understanding of the Bible 
Luke 24:25-32 

There are many things in the Bible, both 
the Old and the New Testaments included, 
that eannot be proven. The truth of the 
prophecies, the wonders of the miracles 
and the eryptic meaning of many of the 
parables—these are beyond the ken of the 
human mind. All that we can do is ac- 
cept them in faith and, like the Psalmist, 
in the golden text for the week, make them 
our “meditation all the day.” Thus we will 
find One who will talk with us by the 
way and expound the Scriptures, even as 
He talked to “Certain of them which went 
to the sepulcher, and expounded to them 
in all the scriptures the things concerning 
Himself.” 

Prayer: All-wise Father, we know that 
there are some things which Thou hast 
hidden from the wise and prudent and hast 
revealed them unto babes. It is for the 
wisdom of faith that we yearn, for the 
understanding that comes from child-like 
trust in Thee that we seek. Answer our 
prayer in accordance with Thine own per- 
fect understanding. Amen. 


Saturday: The Theme of the Bible 
Hebrews 1:1-4 
The theme of the Bible is Jesus Christ! 
Everything in the Old Testament must be 
considered in the light of Jesus Christ. 
The New Testament makes the Son of God 


THE PASTOR SAYS: 


This thing of “standardizing the 
gold dollar’ would be understood 


much better by the people if all had 
some gold dollars to see what the 
animal looks like. 


—Now and Then. 
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VITAL NEW BOOKS 


Peace With Honor 
By A. A. Milne 


The most courageous and devastating 
attack on War ever made—by one of 
the most popular and beloved authors 
of our day. 

Here is a defense of Peace that at- 
tacks War in its own camp—it accepts 
every challenge and meets it—it answers 
all the opposition’s questions and argu- 
ments—it presents a plan by which War 
ean be banished forever. 


Price, $2.00, Postpaid 


A GENERAL WARNS THAT 


War is a Racket 
By Smedley D. Butler 


A book for every man of conscription 
age—for all fathers and mothers of sons 
—for every wife who has a husband— 
for every girl who has a brother or a 
sweetheart. 

yeneral Butler denounces war and 
suggests a program for the ounce of 
prevention that is better than the pound 
of cure. 


Price, $1.00, Postpaid 


Religion Renounces War 
By Walter W. Van Kirk 


Any minister, and thoughtful layman, 
will be alert to the importance of this 
book. ‘An illuminating record.” In- 
valuable to every minister. 


Price, $2.00, Postpaid 


Four Patterns of Revolution 


By Ethan Colton 


What made the other people take the 
revolutionary road. Must we? 

Impartial appraisals, based on first- 
hand knowledge of Communism, Fase- 
ism, Nazism, and the New Deal. 319 pp. 


Price, $2.50, Postpaid 


My Adventure Into 
Spiritualism 
By E. Lee Howard 


Fascinating for its significant bear- 
ings upon psychical research and Chris- 
tianity and for its drama as a human 
document. 


Price, $2.00, Postpaid 


The Bible and How to Read It 


By Dean Inge 


The object of this anthology is to help 
those who wish to use the Bible as their 
chief devotional book. The book in gen- 
eral presents a valuable account of the 
Bible’s contents. 


Price, 0c, Postpaid 


Christ’s Alternative to 
Communism 


The latest book 
By E. Stanley Jones 


Price, $2.00, Postpaid 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE EVANGELICAL AND 
REFORMED CHURCH 


(THE HEIDELBERG PRESS) 
1505 RACE ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


its point of departure. Do you think of 
the theme of the Bible as the Word of 
God? The Christ is the Word made flesh. 
Do you think of it as revelation? He is 
the perfect Revelation. Do you think of 
its as the record of God’s plan of Salva- 
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tion? This, too, is carried out by none 
other than Jesus the Christ. Without 
Christ the Bible would be little else than 
a collection of incoherent and unrelated 
Oriental writings. With Him as its cen- 
tral and unifying theme it has become the 
written Word of God, to serve as a lamp 
unto the feet and a light unto the path of 
all classes and conditions of men. 
Prayer: Father of life and light, we adore 
Thee for the gift of Thy dear and only 
Son, who is ever anxious to show us the 
truth of Godly living. We know that in 
the Holy Bible He lives and speaks to us 
even as He lived and talked in Galilee to 


ROME FIFTY YEARS AGO— 
PASSION WEEK 
(Continued from Page 2) 
ened and refreshed, I started out for the 
Sistine Chapel. The services: 

First. — Different from yesterday, the 
lights are lit in the chapel and on the altar 
is a white linen cloth, and the pope comes 
himself to dispense the blessing. The mass 
(Messa del Presantificate) begins with the 
singing of Isaiah’s prophecies and passages 
from Exodus. After this three singers sing 
from John xviii, xix. Christ’s seizure, 
Peter’s denial, the hearing before Annas, 
Caiaphas, and Pilate; the scourging and 
crowning with thorns, the Ecce Homo (Be- 
hold the Man), and Crucifige (Crucify 
Him), the condemnation and crucifixion, 
the taking leave of Mary, and other scenes 
pass before you like a drama. Not only 
does the ear hear, but the eye sees as well, 
until at the words Et inclinato capite 
emisit spiritum (He bowed His Head and 
gave up the ghost), the pope and all others 
fall on their knees, when follows the recital 
of the account of the lance-thrust and the 

rest of the story. 

* - Seeond.—A Latin sermon on the death 
of the Saviour. Then the officiating priest 
repeats the 18 prayers for the Church, the 
pope, the clergy, the faithful, the emperor, 
the empress, for catechumens and all man- 
kind, for the Jews, heathen, hereties—in 
short, for every creature of God. 

Third.—The Adoration of the cross. The 
priest disrobes himself of his missal robes, 
proceeds to the altar, and receives from the 
deacon the crucifix veiled in black. Then 
turning to the people, presenting the cruci- 
fix to those on the left, the right, and in 
the center, he gradually removes the veil 
as he intones three times Ecce lignum 
erucis (Behold the wood of the cross), to 
which two tenors reply, In quo salus (In 
which is our redemption), followed by the 
entire choir singing Venie adoremus (Come, 
let us worship). The priest places the 
crucifix on the altar, the pope draws near 
and kneels and adores it. Then is sung 
the celebrated Improperia of Palestrina— 
complaints of Christ to His ungrateful peo- 
ple. At the close of each is sung the 
“Glory to God” of the angels, three times 
repeated, and responses by the choir. 

During the singing the pope adores the 
cross three times, casting one hundred gold 
pieces into a gold vessel. He then returns 
to his throne. Then the cardinals and 
clergy go, two by two, with bare feet, and 
adore the cross, each casting in a gold 
piece. The Improprie being completed, 
prayers are said, and at last the hymn of 
Bishop Venantius Fortunatus of Poitiers 
praising the cross—Pange lingua gloriosi 
lauream certaminis (Sing, my tongue, the 
wreath of the glorious battle). After the 
adoration the ‘tapers are lighted, and the 
deacon places the crucifix upon the altar. 
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those who heard Him gladly. Lead us to 
the Book so that we, like they, may leave 
all else and follow Him. Amen. 


Sunday: The Guidance of the Bible 
Psalm 119:105-112 

There are many pitfalls in the short span 
of a life time. It is easy to take the wrong 
road in a world “Where cross the crowded 
ways of life.’ Even in Paradise Adam 
and Eve discovered that Satan is beguiling 
and that evil is fraught with snares. But 
there is a Way in which to avoid all these 
lurking dangers. It is the Way which is 
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pointed out to us by the men and women 
whose experiences make up the contents of 
the Bible. It is the way of Him who said 
“T am the way, and the truth, and the 
life.” Such is the guidance accorded those 
who read the Bible. They are wise who 
follow no other. 

Prayer: O Lord, our God, clear our vi- 
sion, open our ears and awaken our minds 
that we may see Thee, hear Thee and go 
where Thou wouldst have us to go amid the 
crowded ways and confusion of our daily 
lives. Show us the way of life that we 
may eventually see Thee in the glory of 
Thy Presence. In Christ’s name. Amen, 


while this is going on the hymn is sung, 
Vexilla regis prodeunt. Then the mass is 
finished at the altar, the host is consecrat- 
ed, and at last the vesper psalms are sung, 
which close with the Christus factus est 
and the prayer Respice. 

Today in the Sixtina the holy relics of 
the cross, kept in a golden vessel, are dis- 
played upon the altar, which were given 
in the fifth century to Leo the Great by 
Juvenal, bishop of Jerusalem. All the 
treasures of the Vatican are exposed to 
view all day, and I had the great pleasure 
of seeing them with the Hanoverian ambas- 
sador, Kessner. 

Fifth. — The matutinal service, which, 
like the former ones, by right ought to be 
sung in the night, but for the sake of con- 
venience are put in the evening before. 
For this reason the resurrection is cele- 
brated at twelve Saturday night. For the 
third time there is a confused noise of 
loud sounds. We heard the most celebrated 
of the masses, which Mozart, after hearing 
twice, reproduced. 

Sixth? — After the Miserere, and about 
six o’clock, the clergy proceed to St. Peter’s 
to adore the holy relics. The pope falls 
upon his knees and is followed by the rest 
of the clergy, and all pray while the holy 
relics are shown near the statue of St. 
Veronica—viz., the lance, the handkerchief, 
and a piece of the cross—all contained in 
silver and gold frames and adorned with 
precious stones. 

March 26 — The Resurrection is cele- 
brated in all the Churches. In the Sixtina, 
the mass of Pope Marcellus prepared for 
Easter, 1555, is used and the litany sung. 
After the Kyrie eleison (Lord, have mercy 
on us), the thrilling Gloria in excelsis was 
sung, and during the singing the curtain 
was rolled up from in front of the picture 
of the risen Christ and then the bells rang 


‘out, cannons of St. Angelo boomed, and 


the trumpeters sounded in the Sala regia. 
Went to the Lateran, where, in the bap- 
tistry of Constantine, the Jews who want- 
ed to pass over to Catholicism were bap- 
tized by Cardinal Patrizi. This time there 
were three, two of them men. They were 
then confirmed in the Lateran. 

Easter, 27th. — Attend Church at the 
chapel of the embassy, where, to my re- 
gret, I hear no sermon on the Resurrection. 
I go to St. Peter’s, where the festivities 
occur, and the mass is celebrated with 
much pomp by the pope. Before eight 
o’elock the papal dragoons and guards have 
occupied the St. Angelo Bridge and the 
street as far as St. Peter’s Square, to pre- 
serve order, and city police are drawn up 
on each side of the nave of St. Peter’s 
Church as far as the Tribune, and around 
it are the Swiss guards in armor. The pope 
passes down the stairway of Bernini and 
through the royal chamber to the eques- 
trian statue of Constantine, behind a long 
line of generals of orders, chaplains, cham- 
berlains, papal singers, confessors of St. 
Peter’s, deacons, abbots, bishops, arch- 
bishops, patriarchs, cardinals, and the gov- 
ernor of the city. Then the pope is car- 
ried on his throne by twelve chamberlains 
through the portico and chief passage to 
St. Peter’s, and behind him are carried two 
peacock fans, to represent perhaps sun and 


moon, or emperior and empire, with the 
picture of the vicar of Christ between 
them, The singers at his entrance into the 
Church start to sing Tu es Petrus. The 
Church is packed full. The throng of coun- 
try folk, in part in picturesque clothing 
and in part in torn and tattered garments 
that hardly cover their bodies, have 
streamed here to receive the papal blessing 
and see the sights. They push about in 
the Church and crowd to get at the statue 
of St. Peter and kiss his right toe. On this 
occasion two thrones have been erected for 
the pope. On each side of the baldachin 
there sit a large number of fine-looking 
women and richly dressed young men, who 
do not exercise much of the spirit of devo- 
tion — Englishmen, Germans, Frenchmen, 
and Romans among them. 

As soon as the pope ascends the throne 
on the right side of the baldachin he re- 
ceives the homage of cardinals and patri- 
archs, bishops, archbishops, abbots, confes- 
sors of St. Peter’s, who kiss his feet and 
bend three times on their knees. Then 
song and prayers. The pope then proceeds 
to the great throne. The altar is bathed in 
incense. The Gloria is sung, the Epistle, 
the Gospel, and the Credo—then the tedi- 
ous preparation for the mass itself: the 
carrying to and fro and around of the ves- 
sels, which are very elegant (the cup only 
being used when the pope says mass and 
said to be worth 80,000 scudi). \Censers 
are swung and the Sanctus sung; consecra- 
tion and elevation of the host by the pope. 
Communion by the pope, the cardinal dea- 
con, Latin subdeacon and cardinal deacons 
and noble laymen. Then recitation of the 
Confiteor and communion of cardinals. 
Completion of the mass. The distribution 
of the papal blessing from the altar. 

A presbyter gives to the pope thirty gold 
pieces pro missa bene cantata (for the 
mass, well sung) which he hands to a ecardi- 
nal, he to a servant, and he to the chapter 
of St. Peter’s. Adoration of relics, and 
finally the benediction from the baleony of 
St. Peter’s. The benediction is longer than 
on Thursday. The formula is this: 

“The holy Apostles Peter and Paul, on 
whose power and authority we depend, 
themselves intercede for you to the Lord. 
Amen. God Almighty, through the prayers 
and merits of the blessed and perpetual 
Virgin Mary, of the blessed Archangel 
Michael, of the blessed John the Baptist, 
and of the Apostles Peter and Paul and of 
all the saints, have mercy upon you, and 
Jesus Christ forgive all your sins and lead 
you to eternal life. Amen. Almighty and 
merciful God grant unto you indulgence, 
absolution, and remission of all your sins, 
time of true and fruitful repentance, a 
heart always penitent and amendment of 
life, the grace and consolation of the Holy 
Spirit, and final perseverance in good 
works. Amen. And the blessing of God 
Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
descend upon you and remain with you. 
Amen, 

At the last Amen there is a salute from 
St. Angelo and the bells of St. Peter’s. 
At the word “benedictio“s the pope rises 
and makes the sign of the cross three 
times. After the benediction, the formula 
of indulgence is read in Latin and Italian, 
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and two copies are thrown down into the 
Square of St. Peter’s. 

The illumination of St. Peter’s at dusk. 
This is really a magnificent spectacle. 
Fourteen hundred lamps on the outer fa- 
cade and cupola of the Church and on the 
porticos around the square are lighted. In 
their soft, mild light the form of the noble 
building stands out in all its grandeur. 
Like a flaming rose from a magic land, 
spreading out its glowing petals into the 
blue sky, so appeared St. Peter’s to us from 


Monte Pincio. The scene changed in a 
moment at the stroke of the clock, and the 
motionless lamps were full of glowing light 
and rays. The bride has celebrated her 
nuptials, the pale lily blushes with fire, and 


the sepulchral facade burns with soul and 
blood. The building remains thus illumi- 
nated till midnight, when the lights gradu- 
ally die down. Three hundred and sixty- 
five men are employed in the illumination, 
and the total number of lights is five thou- 
sand nine hundred and ninety-one. After 


we had seen the transformation from the 
Monte Pincio, I returned to St. Peter’s by 
the Ripetta, where the press of people and 
carriages going to Monte Pincio was so 
great as nearly to crush us. 

Arrived at the square of St. Peter’s, we 
found it nearly empty, and we enjoyed at 
our leisure the splendid spectacle. At close 
view it had a marvelous beauty, and made 
a more overwhelming impression than from 
Monte Pincio. This greatest of all 
Churches, with its two arms stretched out 
around the Square of St. Peter’s, the fig- 
ures of the apostles and saints high upon 
the portico and on the top of the colon- 
nades looking down through the magic 
illumination upon the lookers-on, and soft- 
ly whispering the events of other years 
into their ears. And in the middle of the 
square rises dusky, but full of presenti- 
ment, the mighty obelisk, with its sugges- 
tion of Egypt’s priestly wisdom, which is 
as the dark night over against the bright 
radiance of Christianity. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Quasimodogeniti Sunday. April 28, 1935 
THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 
Psalm 19:7-14; 2 Timothy 3: 14-17 


Golden Text: Oh how I love thy law! 
It is my meditation all the day. Psalm 
119:97, 


Lesson Outline: 1. The Letter. 2. The 
Spirit. 3. The Power. 
During the present quarter we are 


studying “Some great Christian Teach- 
ings.” That general topic must needs in- 
clude a lesson devoted to the Bible. As 
Protestant Christians we affirm that the 
Word of God, revealed to us in the Bible, 
is our sole authority in all matters of doc- 
trine and duty. That is one of the car- 
dinal principles of the Reformation. It 
is surely a matter of great importance 
that we have a clear understanding of the 
meaning of this principle. 

Two selected passages are assigned for 
our study of the Holy Scriptures. The 
one is a portion of the Nineteenth Psalm. 
In this beautiful hymn the psalmist praises 
the glory of God, as revealed in nature 
(vs. 1-6), and as recorded in His law (vs. 
7-14). Both in the material and spiritual 
world God has manifested Himself. His 
truth is revealed in both. The scientist as 
well as the prophet is a seeker of truth, 
and their findings, ultimately, do not 
conflict. 

The second passage is a beautiful ad- 
monition of Paul to his beloved spiritual 
son Timothy concerning “the sacred writ- 
ings” which he had known “from a babe”. 
The aged apostle bids the young man 
“abide in the things which thou hast learn- 
ed and hast been assured of”. He tells 
him that “every scripture inspired of God 
is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction which is in 
righteousness”. 

These two passages do not directly re- 
fer to our Bible. The Old Testament was 
still in the making when the psalmist 
magnified the glory of God’s revelation. 
Many of its thirty-nine books had not 
even been written, and none had as yet 
been collected into a sacred canon. Like- 
wise, in the life-time of Timothy, the 
books of the New Testament were just be- 
ginning to be composed. Paul himself, as 
we know, was the author of many writ- 


ings that were finally placed into the New 
Testament. 

Precious, therefore, as these great pass- 
ages are in their devotional significance, 
they can only prepare our hearts and 
point the way to a real study of our 
topic. 

That such a study is timely and much 
needed seems obvious. We praise the 
Bible above all other books, but do we 
really understand it? Do we know its 
origin, its history, its true meaning? More 
to be feared than the open enemies of the 
Bible are some of its defenders, whose 
fanatical zeal far surpasses their knowl- 
edge. 

There are three questions concerning 
the Holy Scriptures that we must consider, 
in order that we may use this sacred vol- 
ume profitably, and commend it intelli- 
gently to all mankind as the Book of 
Life. These questions are, What is the 
history of the Bible? What is its spiritual 
or religious significance? What is its au- 
thority? They concern, respectively, the 
letter, the spirit, and the power of the 
Bible. 

I.-The Letter. What is the historical 
origin of the Bible? How, when, where 
was it made? That question concerns its 
outer form, its letter. Obviously, no 
amount of piety can answer this question. 
What is needed here for a true answer is 
accurate knowledge, which requires care- 
ful investigation and study. And every 
lover of the Bible is under deep obliga- 
tion to the biblical scholars who, during 
the last two centuries, have bestowed an 
ineredible amount of devoted labor upon 
the Scriptures. Thanks to them, we know 
more about the history of the Bible, its 
genesis and growth, than any previous 
generation. 

This historical inquiry shows us the 
part that man had in the making of the 
Bible. We learn that, in reality, we have, 
not one book, but a library of sixty-six 
books, written in the course of about one 
thousand years, by many different 
authors, most of whom are unknown to 
us. Moreover, they were originally com- 
posed in two foreign languages, Hebrew 
and Greek. Hebrew has been a dead 
language since before the birth of Christ, 
and modern Greek is very different from 
the idiom of the New Testament. 
Further, our Scriptures were produced in 
a land that differs radically from any 
western country, in custom, habit, and 
outlook upon life, and in an age that was 
totally unlike ours. 
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The large number of books in our Bible 
is fully matched by the variety of its 
contents. Practically every type of liter- 
ature is found in this marvelous library. 

In the Old Testament we find traditions 
as old as mankind concerning the begin- 
ning of all things, patriarchal narratives 
concerning the founders and fathers of 
the Hebrews, and historical chronicles 
covering many centuries of their national 
life. There we also find hymns and ser- 
mons, proverbs and books of wisdom, 
priestly rules of conduct and regulations 
of worship, heroic tales and apocalyptic 
visions. Then, in the New Testament, we 
have four sketches of the life of Jesus, a 
brief history of the early spread of Chris- 
tianity in the Roman Empire, a number 
of devotional and doctrinal letters by 
various authors to groups of Christians 
and to certain individuals, and, finally, an 
apocalyptic vision and prediction of the 
triumphant victory of Christ over all His 
enemies, 


To complete our historical view of the 
making of the Bible, we must realize that 
these sixty-six books were, first, selected 
from a much larger number of similar 
books, and, then, collected into one vol- 
ume, called “the canon” of the Sacred 
Scriptures. The process of selecting the 
thirty-nine books of our Old Testament 
began near the end of the seventh century 
B. C., and continued to the beginning of 
the Christian Era. And a similar process 
marked the origin of the New Testament. 
Gradually its twenty-seven books were 
written, selected, and collected, for devo- 
tional, educational, and controversial pur- 
poses. For several centuries the Church 
debated the question precisely what books — 
should be incorporated into the New 
Testament. 


Finally, we note that every biblical 
book was written by hand, long before the 
age of printing. The original manuscripts 
are lost beyond recovery. They were 
edited and copied by many pious hands. 

Yet the utmost piety did not guarantee 
absolute accuracy in the work of these 
copyists. Accordingly the thousands of , 
biblical manuscripts now extant contain ; 
many textual variations. An important 

part of the work of biblical scholars con- 

sists in the effort to restore the original 

text as nearly as possible. 

The last chapter in the history of the 
Bible takes up the translation of the orig- — 
inal Hebrew and Greek writings into the © 
modern languages, the printing of the 
Bible, and its distribution by millions of __ 
copies annually. Our Bible is by far “the 
best seller” in the book market. 

II. The Spirit. What, now, is the mean- — 
ing of this Book, its religious significance? 
That raises the question of its inner spirit, 
which no amount of scholarship can dis- 
cern. If information alone can answer — 
the historical inquiry about the making 
of the Bible, it is equally true that only 
the heart can apprehend its meaning. Only 
personal religion, genuine piety can pene- — 
trate through the letter to the spirit, and — 
apprehend its spiritual message. It is 
quite possible to have a true historical 
knowledge of the Bible, without grasping 
its abiding significance. Here, too, the let- — 
ter killeth, but the spirit maketh alive. 

It is in the spirit of the Bible we find 
the part that God played in the making = 
of the Sacred Scriptures. There we find 
the inner unity which the historical in- 
quiry seems to destroy. After all, t 
Bible is one book, even the Book of Book 
The bond that unites these many | 
diverse writings is the revelation of G@ 
which they record. Their authors wr 
on parchment what God had revealed 1 
them in their lives, and what His Spirit 
had written into their hearts. ai 


These sixty-six books contain, as 
were, the autobiography of the living 
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people, and He stamped it w 
national history. In their sins 
rows, in their hopes and fears, | 
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failures and successes, their great prophets 
saw God, His law and His love. 

That story of the living God, His lov- 
ing quest of sinful men, runs through 
many chapters. It rises from level to level 
until it reaches its culmination and con- 
clusion in the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
Nowhere outside our Bible can we find so 
complete a record of God’s revelation to 
man. It is the story of the genesis and 
growth of religion, and of its glorious 
completion in the gospel of Christ. Take 
away the Old Testament, and you have a 
tree without root. Omit the New Testa- 
ment, and you have a mere trunk, without 
flower or fruit. Take both together, and 
you have the tree of religion, planted deep 
in the soil of mankind by the Spirit of 
God, and towering up into the soul of 
Christ. 

Only he knows the Bible who penetrates 
through the letter to its spirit. To an 
historian, this Holy Book is only the rem- 
nant of the national literature of the 
Hebrew people, and of the primitive Chris- 
tian Church. He will find in its earlier 
pages much that challenges doubt and 
denial. And nowhere in its many books 
will he find anything that makes him 
fall down upon his face in worship. 

But the seekers of God will find holy 
ground in the Bible, from Genesis to Rev- 
elation. Here God speaks to men as no- 
where else. Life manifests its mystery 
and its majesty. Death is robbed of its 
sting, and destiny is revealed. Sin is 
divested of all its glamour and deceit, 
We see it in its naked menace. And we 
see Christ, the Saviour. But men must 
sincerely seek God in order to find Him 
in the Bible. The scholar may know more 
“about” the Bible than humble folk that 
have no biblical learning. But only the 
humble and the contrite heart knows the 
Bible as “a lamp unto my feet, and a light 
unto my path.” 

The one, however, does not exclude the 
other. Why should history and piety, fact 
and faith, forever quarrel about our Bible? 
In order to reach the aim of Paul—“that 
the man of God may be complete, furnish- 
ed completely unto every good work,” his- 
tory and piety should go hand in hand, 
as comrades and helpers. Let us seek 
both historical knowledge of the Bible, 
and a spiritual apprehension of its mean- 
ing. 

III. The Power. What, then, is the au- 
thority of the Bible? Where is the seat 
and source of its power—in its letter or in 
its spirit? Is it found in the manner of 
its making, or in the truth which it re- 
veals and proclaims? 

There are those who claim that the 
Bible is true because it was infallibly in- 
spired, dictated to men by the Holy Spirit. 
But the Bible itself nowhere makes such 
a claim. And the historical inquiry shat- 
ters this man-made theory of inerrant in- 
spiration. 5 

It is the truths men find in the Bible 
that explains its perennial power, over the 
heart of man, There we find the full and 
final answers to life’s greatest questions. 
That constitutes the authority and in- 
spiration of the Bible, which no advance 
in civilization will ever destroy. So long 
as the heart of man remains as we know 
it in ourselves, it will find in these Holy 
Seriptures the truth and grace which are 
its Manna. 

This spiritual authority is not found 
in the same degree in all the books of the 
Bible. Who can truly find it in the Song 
of Solomon? And who can miss it in 
the gospel of Christ, save one whose 
heart is evil? It is there, in the gospel, 
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CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


April 28: How to Take Part in the Fellow- 
ship and Work of the Church 
John 14:11-14 
On Easter Sunday thousands of persons 
were received into the fellowship of the 
Chureh. Some of these were admitted to 
full membership by confirmation after they 
had been definitely instructed in the prin- 
ciples of our religion and in the duties and 
responsibilities of Church membership. 
Others came in by letters which they 
brought with them from other Churches 
to which they formerly belonged. Still 
others, who in past years had allowed their 
membership to lapse, came back into the 
fellowship through reprofession. Every 
congregation that has thus received new 
members by whatever method, is facing 
the task of assimilating these persons and 
integrating them into the life and work 
of the Church. This is by no means an 
easy matter, and the reason why so many 
again drop out in due time is because they 
never become vitally and organically iden- 
tified with the fellowship and program of 
the Church. They are mere hangers on 
like toys on a Christmas tree and not 
like the fruit that is a part of the tree 
itself. The process of integration is of 
the greatest importance and no _ effort 
should be spared to bring it about at the 
earliest moment. Let me suggest a few 

ways by which this can be done. 

1. These new members must be made 
acquainted with the history, the meaning 
and the program of the Church. Too many 
people remain ignorant of what the Church 
really is and what its mission in the world 
is. They do not know what the program 
of the Church is, what it plans to accom- 
plish. Consequently it would be a good 
thing to organize these new members into 
a class and have the pastor instruct them 
definitely in the elementary and funda- 
mental things of the Church. This is not 
a Bible Class, but a class on the duties of 
Church members. Only persons who have 
an intelligent conception of what is involy- 
ed by the new relationship into which they 
have entered will become loyal in their 
devotion to and their interest in the 
Church. In such a class the simplest and 
most detailed phases of Church life should 
be explained. What is this Church which 
they have joined? How is it organized, 
how does it function? How is it related 
to other Churches? What has it in com- 
mon with others, how does it differ? What 
is its program? What its method of work? 
What its budget? All these things need to 
be explained, so that the new members may 
have an intelligent understanding of the 
same, 

2. These new members need to be as- 
signed definite tasks in the Church. They 
must be set to work. The purpose for hav- 
ing various organizations in the Church is 
to furnish opportunities for all the mem- 
bers of the Church to engage definitely in 
some phase of the work. Some can work 
through the Sunday School or the Young 
People’s Society, or the missionary society, 
some can teach, some can do social or com- 
munity work, some can visit the sick and 


‘shut in, some can sing, some can assume 


leadership. Find out the work for which 
individual members are best qualified and 
then assign specific duties to them. <A 
sense of responsibility will beget the spirit 
of loyalty. 

3. These new members need to be given 
attention personally and _ individually. 
They cannot be treated as a mass. They 
are separate individuals and each one must 
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is: attend the Church services regularly. 
There is no sense in belonging to a Church 
unless one attends the services of the 
Church. If you cannot do anything else, 
this at least you can do, if you are phy- 
sically able. And one cannot do any other 
Church work effectively who does not at- 
tend the Church services. The second is: 
Come to the Communion regularly. This 
is the highest of all the services. It rep- 
resents at once our most intimate fellow- 
ship with Christ and with one another. 
Church members should commune regular- 
ly. The third is: Contribute to the support 
of the Church according to your ability. 
That is, register your interest by contribut- 
ing regularly to the support of the Church. 
Put your property at the disposal of the 
Church. But do not imagine that you can 
discharge your full duty to the Church by 
merely giving money, whether much or 
little. Personal work means more than 
money giving. It implies the full devo- 
tion of all powers and property to the 
service of the Church. We are laborers 
together with Christ in the work of His 
aes and in the interests of His King- 
om. — 
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Miss Rosa E. Ziegler, Editor, 
440 N. 7th St., Lebanon, Pa. 


The W. M. S. of Zion Classis, Potomac 
Synod, convenes in its 38th Annual Ses- 
sion April 23, with an all-day meeting in 
Memorial Church, York, Pa., Rev. Edwin 
Keen, pastor. Miss Minerva Weil of China 
will be the missionary speaker. Sessions 
open at 9.30 A. M. and 7.30 P. M. with a 
Cabinet meeting at noon. The president, 
Mrs. Irvin A. Raubenbold, York, Pa., will 
preside. 

The March meeting of the Shillington 
W. M. S. was known as “Japan Night”. 
The meeting room was arranged in the 
form of a tea house, while a curio shop 
and tea garden added much to the attrac- 
tions. The service was entirely Japanese 
in character and those who attended re- 


Special Day 
Program Book No.3 


Compiled by W. Burgess McCreary 


The third 
book in a se- 
ries of yearly 
Di r.One it a mM 
books. Suit- 
able for both 
large and 
small schools, 
New material. 
Recitations are 
well chosen; 
dialogues and 
plays are effec- 
tive, yet easy 
to produce. There are eight com- 
plete plays in addition to dia- 
logues, exercises, pageants, and 
poems. Includes material for New 
Year, Easter, Mother’s Day, Chil- 
dren’s Day, Thanksgiving, Christ- 
mas, and Missionary. Contains 
far more material than most books 
of a similar nature. 
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be integrated. The Big brother or the 
Big sister idea is very good. Some member 
of the Church is assigned the duty of be- 
friending some new member, assuming re- 
sponsibility for their Church attendance, 
for their becoming acquainted with other 
members and for developing and fostering 
their interest in the Church. 

4. There are at least three things which 
every Church member should do. The first 


y 
a that we feel most of all the power and 
authority of the Bible. Through it God 
speaks to the heart of mankind. In the 
message of Christ we hear the Eternal 
‘Father calling men from sin to salvation. 
e- the love that He manifested in His 
life and death we find the power of God 
that saves mankind from sin and bestows 
heatabuadant and eternal upon all who 
pent and believe. 


Price, 40 cents. 
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ceived a lasting impression of the fine 
program and the attractive surroundings. 

The W. M. 8. of St. Vineent’s Church, 
Philadelphia Classis, reported a year of 
splendid activities. This is a fine exam- 
ple of a rural congregation with an active 
Missionary Society. They report a num- 
ber of visitors at all their meetings, con- 
sisting of the men who bring the ladies. 
This helps out in several ways, especially 
in the extra offerings. This society has 
also earned extra money by making arti- 
cles for sale. Mrs. Irvin Kulp is the presi- 
dent. 

We were sorry to learn of the passing 
away of Mr. Henry C. Barnhart on March 
16, at his home in York, Pa. He was an 
active member of Rev. Mr. Meck’s Church 
in York, Pa., and will be remembered by 
many as the father of Miss Helen Barn- 
hart, the Stewardship Secretary of the W. 
M. 8. G. S. The Barnhart home is well 
known to many of our missionaries and 
Church leaders, for many of these people 
coming to York were entertained there. 
Our hearts go out in deepest sympathy to 
Miss Helen, who also lost her mother less 
than three years ago. 

We were informed recently that Miss 
Kerschnevr’s efficient secretary, Miss Esther 
Bauer, had to undergo an appendicitis 
operation a short time ago. Latest reports 
say she is improving. Miss Bauer lives at 
Spring City, R. F. D. No. 1, Pa. 

The W. M.S. of Lancaster Classis held 
their 47th Annual Session on March 21 at 
Fourth Church, Harrisburg, Pa. The con- 
vention theme was “God’s Purpose—Our 
Task”, Very encouraging reports were 
given by the departmental secretaries. The 
financial conditions showed an improve- 
ment over the previous year. One new 
society was added during the year. The 
Missionary letter from Miss Mary E. Ger- 
hard of the Japan Mission was read. In 
the afternoon Miss Minerva Weil, mission- 
ary to China, spoke in her charming and 
effective manner on the power and influ- 
ence of prayer in the advancement of the 
work of Missions. She gave a number of 
conerete illustrations from her own experi- 
ence. Mrs. Adam Hain was elected presi- 
dent of this organization for the ensuing 
year. A committee was appointed to ar- 
range for the 50th anniversary of this or- 
ganization, Mrs. Harris Arnold of Lan- 
caster serving as chairman. The session 
closed with a pageant, “Through the Gate- 
way”. 

Mrs. D. B. Schneder of Sendai, Japan, 
tells in a letter how she is now planning 
for the Kindergarten Bazaar which is to 
be held in the early fall. The money rais- 
ed from the bazaar sales keeps the Sendai 
Kindergarten on its feet financially. She 
says: “The work among the children must 
go on.” Through the children the mothers 
and fathers are reached and become inter- 
ested in the religion of Jesus. Mrs. 
Schneder would appreciate it if American 
things would be sent her to sell at the 
bazaar, for she says they sell best. She 
can use children’s and adults’ aprons of 
all kinds, materials for aprons and dresses 
for the Japanese mothers to make, hand- 
kerchiefs, picture books of all kinds, 
needle books, babies’ cotton flannel night- 
ies, ready-to-make children’s dresses and 
many other small useful articles that our 
American stores have but which the Japa- 
nese do not have. (Would it not be lovely 
for some of our groups to surprise Mrs. 
Schneder with articles for her bazaar? 
Mark the package, “Articles for the Sen- 
dai Kindergarten Charity Bazaar”.) 

A meeting of delegates of the several 
departments and organizations of St. 
Paul’s Church, Lancaster, Pa., was held 
Tuesday, evening, March 19, when a Mis- 
sionary Council of the Church was organ- 
ized. The objectives of this organization 
are spiritual, educational and promotional, 
One of the_objectives at present is the 
promotion of the movement for the return 
of Rev. Ward Hartman to his work in 
China, and to arrange for the support of 
this project. 
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LEAGUE 


Dr. John M. G. Darms, Secretary 


ONE MORE CHAPTER—Tabor 
formed Church, Lebanon, Pa., the Rev. 
Dr. W. D. Happel, pastor. Through the 
instrumentality of the Classical Chairman 
of the League, the Rey. J. B. Marsteller 
and his fine Chapter of the League, and 
the attendance of several representative 
men of Tabor at.the anniversary of St. 
John’s League Chapter several months 
ago, an interest in the League was started 
among the laymen of this strong and his- 
toric Church. At a meeting specially ecall- 
ed for this purpose, the warmest endorse- 
ment was given to the project by leading 
laymen. The pastor expressed his pleas- 
ure at the interest the laymen were show- 
ing in men’s work and assured them that 
he would heartily weleome and support 
any lead they themselves would take and 
any movement they would sponsor and 
direct. Secretary Darms had been invited 
to present the work and purposes of the 
League. With enthusiasm the laymen 
present—over 50—decided to organize a 
Chapter and join the national organiza- 
tion, to which they will contribute 
strength, both in this fertile valley of 
Lebanon and in the country at large. As 
one layman stated: “We want to be a 
part of a working organization and here, 
as nowhere else, we can assemble our men 
from every department of the Church.” 
Officers as follows: President, C. E. Bam- 
berger; Vice-President, Irvin Schook; See- 
retary, Robert Miller; and Treasurer, El- 
mer Plasterer. A hearty welcome to this 
group of fine men in our growing League. 

* * * 


The Executive Committee of the League 
will meet at First Church, Greensburg, 
Pa., as the guests of Hon. D. J. Snyder, 
member of the committee, on May 13, at 3 
P. M. Aside from reports on the Chapters 
and discussion on the new constitution, 
the merger of two groups, the Reformed 
Churchmen’s League and the Evangelical 
Brotherhood, will be considered and plan- 
ned. The first steps in the merger will be 
taken May 14, at the same place, when a 
committee of the Evangelical Brotherhood 
will meet with our committee. Pray for 
God’s guidance in these important de- 
cisions. 
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The United States will spend over 
$800,000,000 for military purposes during 


the fiscal year starting July 1, according: 


to present prospects. : 

A Democratic landslide in Chicago, 
April 2, returned Mayor Edward J. Kelly 
to the office to which he was appointed 
by the City Council two years ago, after 
the assassination of Mayor Cermak. 

The famous Cunarder Mauretania, which 
held the speed blue ribbon of the Atlantic 
for 22 years, ended her career this month 


‘ in a ship-breakers yard in Scotland. 


Augustus Lukeman, who succeeded Gut- 
zon Borglum as the seulptor of the colos- 
sal Confederate memorial on Stone Moun- 
tain, near Atlanta, Ga., died at his home 
in New York City, April 3, at the age 
of 63. 

China moved, April 3, to eut the cost 
of marriage to depression levels. A “mass 
marriage plan” was officially launched as 
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Read the letter of Dr. Schneder of 
Japan to the men of the Churehmen’s 
League and the Church at large, as it ap- 
pears in this month’s issue of the “Outlook 
of Missions”. Send for a copy. 

* * * 

Prof. Burmeister of Webster Groves, 
Mo., has arranged the new Brotherhood 
Hymn, “God’s Spirit Welds the Hearts of 
Men”, for male quartette. This might in- 
terest some male choruses in our Chapters. 
Use this hymn at your meetings. 

* * * 

“Tt affords me great pleasure to inform 
you that our Men’s Class voted unanimous- 
ly to join the Reformed Churchmen’s 
League and establish a Chapter in our 
Chureh and community. I have been hop- 
ing and praying for this step to be taken. 
I know you will share with me the glad- 
ness which I feel that we have advanced 
to this point.”—Pastor, Ohio. Most as- 
suredly the growing family welcomes you 
and would welcome every other Bible 
Class in the Church. 

* * * 

NOW—AFTER EASTER—ORGANIZE 
YOUR MEN INTO A CHAPTER OF THE 
REFORMED CHURCHMEN’S LEAGUE! 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Superintendent 


The emergency lighting plant has been 
installed. The State inspectors, when they 
tested it, claimed it was the best plant they 
had approved. If there is a power failure 
and the lights go out, within five seconds 
we have lights in all our buildings. It 
costs us over $2,000, and while we felt 
we did not have the money to spend, the 
State Department of Labor and Industry 
required it as a safety precaution in case 
of fire. It is started by a battery and 
operated with illuminating gas. 

The Girl Scouts from Tabor Church, 
Lebanon, gave an interesting minstrel 
show to our children on April 5. 

The last butchering for the spring sea- 
son was during the week of April 8, when 
we killed four hogs and a beef. 

Our band has already signed up for a 
number of engagements for the summer. 
As we prefer to serve our Church before 
accepting community appointments, we 
urge Sunday Schools that are counting on 


our band to make their inquiry early if — 


possible. We do not make any charge for 
this entertainment, but are dependent on 
voluntary contributions from the organiza- 
tion we serve. These usually average from 
$25 to $75 for an engagement. We furnish 
our own transportation. 


~ 


General Wu Teh-chen, Mayor of Greater 
Shanghia, married 57 couples at once. Their 
ages ranged from the minimum, 18 for 
boys and 16 for girls, to 50 or over. Qual- 
ifications were strict; all applicants were 
examined physically and also in regard 
to their moral and financial capacities. — 


All prospective bridegrooms were required — 


to have jobs. ‘ 


The Austrian Government considered 5 
the introduction of two-year compulsory — 


military service and announced that steps 


had been taken to inerease the armed | 


forces. ‘ 

Germany received through Great Britai: 
and accepted an invitation to join 
naval conference this year, on terms — 
equality with the five other great nay 
powers. 

The League of Nations sent to its 
bers, April 3, a draft convention desig 
to promote peace by preventing Be 


rary 


ian 
: 


: 
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casting of matters likely to excite war 
emotions. 

A $2,500,000 structure, housing the most 
important collection of Gothic architec- 
tural material in the Western Hemisphere, 
will be built at Washington Heights, N. 
Y., as a gift by John D. Rockefeller, Jr., 
to the Metropolitan Museum of Art. In 
addition to the building, which is to be 
ready in three years, Mr. Rockefeller has 
presented to the museum a set of six 
French 15th century tapestries portraying 
“The Hunt of the Unicorn”, for which Mr. 
Rockefeller is reported to have paid 
$1,100,000. 

Authoritative sources revealed, April 3, 
that Abyssinia was moving military forces 
close to the frontiers of Eritrea and Ital- 
ian Somaliland to prepare for what the 
government regards as an Italian threat. 

Contributions of nearly $80,000 toward 
a fund of $375,000 to guarantee the con- 
tinuance of the “University in Exile” for 
the next five years and plans for a nation- 
wide campaign to make it a permanent 
institution has been announced in New 
York City. The University is a graduate 
faculty of 18 distinguished social science 
professors who refused to accept Nazi 
dictation in their class rooms in 1933 and 
“offers the post-graduate opportunity 
which American and other students tradi- 
tionally sought in pre-Nazi Germany.” 

Florida, April 4, reckoned at $625,000,- 
000 the tourist business of its “biggest 
and best” season since the boom days of 
1925-26. The visitors numbered 250,000 
more this year than last. The official esti- 
mate of tourists is 1,750,000. 

An automobile traveling at high speed 
over the crest of a hill on Tarrytown Road 
crashed, April 5, into a group of several 
hundred persons preparing for a parade 
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, killing 
one man and injuring 24 others. 

The $4,880,000,000 relief bill was passed 
by Congress April 5, and was sent to the 
President for signature. This is the first 
completed measure in his enlarged pro- 
gram for relief, recovery and reform. It 
aims to put 3,500,000 to work. Congress 
took 75 days to pass the bill.. 

After nearly three months of hearings 
and executive sessions on the measure, the 
Ways and Means Committee formally ap- 
proved and ordered reported to the House, 
April 5, the administration’s social secur- 
ity bill. The form adopted imposes an 
estimated $800,000,000 of new taxes in 
1937 and a minimum of about $1,800,000,- 
000 by 1949. 

Quemado Valley, Texas, was visited by 
a wind and rain storm, April 5, causing 
injury to 200 and destroying more than 
80 houses. 

An increase of $91,378,258, or 39.7%, 
in income tax collections for March as 
compared with last year, was shown April 
5 in revised figures representing the first 
returns on earnings and profits for the 
1934 calendar year. Florida led in per- 
centage of increase, 102%. 30 of the 64 
collection districts showed a rise of 50% 
or more. Only Hawaii had a decline. 

The Wellcome Archaeological Research 
Expedition finds not far from the village 
El Kubebe, Palestine, archives of Lachish 
Commander of Era of the prophet Jere- 
miah. Letters were found that throw 
light on ancient Judea. 

A revision of Alabama jury lists to in- 
clude Negroes has been called by Gov- 
ernor Bibb Graves, in view of the United 
States Supreme Court decision in the 
Scottsboro case. 


At the present rate of production, gold 
mining in the Philippines in 1935 will 
reach by far its highest level and will 
surpass the Alaskan output. 

Postmaster General James A. Farley 
will resign from the Cabinet some time 
after the present session of Congress, to 
direct the 1936 campaign for President 
Roosevelt. 

The Carnegie Foundation’s board at The 
Hague has awarded the 1935 Wateler 
peace prize to the League of Nations, in 
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recognition of the work done by the 
League Secretariat’s broadcasting service 
and in order to enable it to be further 
developed. The prize, founded by a Dutch 
subject, amounts to $12,559. 

Edwin Arlington Robinson, thrice win- 
ner of the Pulitzer Prize and honored as 
“America’s foremost living poet”, died in 
New York, April 6, at the age of 65. 

During 1934 there were 882,000 auto- 
mobile acidents resulting in personal in- 
jury. Nearly one million persons were in- 
jured; in 36,000 cases, the injuries were 
fatal. This represents an increase of 16% 
in fatalities compared to the previous 
year. 

A 34-year-old Negro Doctor of Philoso- 
phy, Dr. Frederick Douglas Patterson, was 
elected president of Tuskegee Institute in 
Alabama, April 7, to succeed the aging 
Dr. R. R. Moton, who became president 
emeritus. 

Spring tornadoes ravaged Louisiana and 
Mississippi April 7, and left at least 27 
dead and 150 injured. 

The Nazis failed to poll a two-thirds 
vote in Danzig April 7. The Hitler vote 
was only 59.9%. 

Pope Pius in St. Peter’s Basilica, the 
world’s largest Church, led 30,000 persons 
in prayer for peace April 7, four days be- 
fore the opening of the three-power con- 
ference at Stresa concerning Germany’s 
rearmament. 

Warren Delano Robbins, United States 
Minister to Canada and a first cousin of 
President Roosevelt, died in New York 
City, April 7, at the age of 49. 

Adolph S. Ochs, publisher of “The New 
York Times”, died at Chattanooga, Tenn., 
April 8, at 77 years of age. Since 1896, 
Mr. Ochs had been publisher of “The 
Times”, 

British millionaires have declined from 
819 to 452 since 1929-30, according to a 
report just issued by the British Commis- 
sioners of Inland Revenue. 

Patrick J. Sullivan, former United 
States Senator from Wyoming, died April 
8 at Santa Barbara, Cal. He was 70 years 
old. 

Unemployment in Great Britain fell 
131,593 in March. The improvement was 
one of the sharpest in many months and 
regained more than half of the ground 
lost in January. 

Former President Herbert Hoover and 
former Governor Alfred E. Smith opened 
a a $500,000 drive of the Salvation Army 
in New York, April 8. 


CLASS OFFICERS ELECTED AT 
CEDAR CREST 


Every day the week of April 7 there 
was a special chapel service at Cedar Crest 
College, including the election of officers 
of the various classes for next year, which 
took place on Monday; the presentation on 
Tuesday of an illustrated lecture, “The 
Passion of Our Lord’, with colored slides 
showing the early Florentine school, the 
later Florentine school, and the German 
and Russian schools of painting related 
to the crucifixion and ascension of our 
Lord. 

Classes Elect Officers 

The officers for the various classes are: 
Senior class—Madelyn Ganz, Allentown, 
President; Helene McGinley, Allentown, 
Vice-President; Ruth Reese, Allentown, 
Secretary; and Minerva Butz, Allentown, 
Treasurer. 

The new officers for the junior class are: 
Louise Haas, Shamokin, President; Emilie 
Parnell, Allentown, Vice-President; Eliza- 
beth Oaks, Camden, Secretary; and Arlene 
Nicholas, Hellertown, Treasurer. 

The officers for the sophomore class in- 
clude: Esther Nicholas, Butler, President; 
Jean Carpenter, Allentown, Vice-Presi- 
dent; Ruth Allen, Madison, N. J., Treas- 
urer; and Beatrice Hanlon, Allentown, 
Secretary. 

On Wednesday Mrs. Trimbel, a repre- 
sentative of the Modern Housing Project 
of the United States Government, a Phil- 
adelphia architect herself, spoke at chapel 
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HILDREN'S DAY 


RHILDREN' 
UO PREE 


BETTER THAN EVER is our new large cata- 


logue of services and other music for Children’s 
Day. FREE. 

‘ Children’s Day Helper No. 21. 100 (or more) 
Songs, Recitations, Drills and Special features 
25 cents. 

Prayer, Praise, Thanksgiving. A Pageant-Beauti 


ful. A most excellent work of rare charm and 
beauty for young people. $3.00 the dozen postpaid. 
Send for ‘“‘Examination Copy.” 
HYMNS WE LOVE 

DON’T BUY until you see our new Hymn and 
Song Book. Nearly 300 choice selections, $25.00 
the hundred. Send for ‘Examination Copy. Ready 
May 15th. 


HALL-MACK CO., 21st and Arch Sts., Phila., Pa. 


Three Illustrated Booklets 


The Pathway from Grace to Glory 
A message from a fellow traveler to such 
as would make sure of salvation. 


Lift up Your Eyes on High 
Contribution of Astronomy to a better 
understanding of vital Christianity. 


Friendship with God — in Childhood, 
Middle Life and Old Age 
25 cts. each — prepaid 
Other Booklets 


THE POSSIBILITY OF A NEW LIFE 
GOD’S CALL TO AN OVERCOMING LIFE 
Have proved helpful to many. 10c each 


DR. HOWARD A. TALBOT 
433 N. Broadway De Pere, Wis. 


DEAFNESS IS MISERY 


-, Many people with defective hearing and 
Head Noises enjoy Conversation, Movies, 
Church and Radio, because they use 
Leonard Invisible Ear Drums which 
resemble Tiny Megaphones fitting 
in the Ear entirely out of sight. 


' 


No wires, batteries or head piece. 
Sead are sp ppl Write for 

ooklet and sworn statement of ppym 
the inventor who was himself deaf. 


A. 0. LEONARD, Inc... Suite 37 , 70 5th Ave., New York 


PULPIT«»> CHOIR GOWNS ~ 


Workmanship unexcelled 
Pulpit Hangings—Bookmarkers 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 

Church Vestment Specialists 
for over half a century 


COX SONS & VINING- INC. 


- 31 EAST 23RD STREET. NEW YORK , N.Y. 


GHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT VESTMENTS 


Hangings-Ornamenis-rringes- 
-Furnishingsand supniies- 
CATALOG. FREE ON REQUEST 


RD Co. NewLondon,0. 


MENEELY 
BELL CO. 


TROY oNAY. 


ANDO 


220BROADWAY, NY. CITY 


>—(BELLS 


Send for Folder and SPECIAL 
OFFER atlow prices. Tray and 36 
glasses $6.50 up. Extra Glasses 
$1.00 dozen. Collection and Bread 
Plates. Pastor’s Sick Outfits, etc. 


THOMAS COMMUNION SERVICE CO., Box 3, Lima, Ohio 


PARKER’S HAIR BALSAM 
Removes Dandruff -Stops Hair Falling 


Imparts Colorand BeautytoGray 
and Faded Hair 
6oc. and $1.00 at Druggists. 
Hiscox Chemical Works. Patchogue, N. Y. 


on interior decorating. The Latin depart- 
ment was in charge of the Thursday 
chapel, and Friday’s service was a con- 
tinuation of the Lenten services by the 
Y. W. C. A., under the direction of Miss 
Ruth Reese, the new president. 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. ‘The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

Tor eatalogue or information address the 
President, 


REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The “Fackenthal lLaboratories” offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
education. Write for catalog. 


IBM DIRS MS SMe IDE IDS MPI, 1D}, 
President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., President 


Approved by the Middie States Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools, The American 
Association of University Women and the Asso- 
ciation of American Universities. Exceptional ad- 
vantages for instruction and study in all branches 
of the sciences and the liberal arts. Group System 
providing special preparation for the professions 
and intellectual occupations. Fourteen modernly 
equipped laboratories, two fine auditoriums, twenty- 
six classrooms, and more than a score of confer- 
ence rooms for professors. Library and Gymnasium. 
Twenty acres of improved fields for athletics. A 
strictly residential college for men and women. 
Expenses held to a minimum. 


For information address 


FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 
Registrar 
COLLEGEVILLE 


C PENNSYLVANIA 
The Mercersburg 


Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address v. 


° 


BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D., LL.D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


HENRY I. STAHR, D.D., 


President 
Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 
For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON 
TEMPERANCE 
(Published by Request) 
To the Rev. East Ohio Classis: 

Your Committee submits the following 
report: 

We wish we might submit to you a 
glowing report of progress in the march 
of temperance reform. We believe, how- 
ever, it is better to face facts as they are 
and do the best we can to remedy a bad 
situation. Those who took advantage of 
the depression to advocate the return of 
liquor with the plea that in large meas- 
ure it would solve all our ills, will reap 
a harvest of woe, according to all indica- 
tions. 

In pre-prohibition days there were 
177,000 saloons. At the end of the fiscal 
year, ending June 30, 1934, the Govern- 
ment had issued 437,704 tax receipts to 
retail liquor selling establishments, of 
which 207,232 were for hard liquor and the 
remainder for beer—two and _ one-half 
times the number of saloons before. 

In how far has this reduced our tax bill 
as promised? The taxes of the country 
jumped from $1,629,000,000 to $2,627,000,- 
000 in one year’s time. The treasury faces 
the largest peace time deficit in our his- 
tory. 

What is it costing us to gather in and 
feed the “drunks” and to take care of the 
crippled and dead as a result of intoxi- 
eated drivers. We submit the gains in 
arrests in a few cities and states, com- 
paring 1933 with 1934. Connecticut, 44.5% 
increase in automobile accidents; Rhode 
Island, 60% increase in automobile fatali- 
ties in the first four months of 1934; New 
York City, 55.5% inerease in arrests; 
Portland, Ore., 116.8% inerease; Los 
Angeles, 104% increase; Denver, 116.6% 
inerease; Coatesville, Pa., 1100% increase; 
Worcester, Mass., 54% increase; Detroit, 
Mich., 169% inerease; Philadelphia (at 
Christmas time), 912% increase. 

Automobile accidents greatly increased. 
The greatest increase in deaths by auto 
accidents was in the group between 5 and 
14 years of age. The nation is slaughter- 
ing its children that men may drink. The 
National Grange says that every beer 
truck appearing on the streets means the 
displacing of two milk trucks. Municipal 
Judge Edward 8S. Scheffler sitting in Chi- 
cago’s Safety Court a few months ago was 
confronted with more than 200 motor ac- 
cident cases, the majority consisting of 
reckless driving, speeding; and driving 
while intoxicated. He declared, “If this 
keeps up, we will have prohibition back 
in two years.” Charles McCoy, head of 
the automobile manslaughter division of 
Cleveland Police Department, points to 
the fact that an increase in traffic deaths 
(48% gain in six months) had arrived 
simultaneously with repeal, and blamed 
the increase in serious and fatal accidents 
on drunken automobile drivers. Figures 
released June 26th, in an official police 
traffic survey in the city of Detroit, where 
traffic accidents attributed to liquor are 
shown to have increased 169% since re- 
peal, show that in 5 months in that city 
there has been one motor crash for every 
100 of the population. Official figures of 
the police and traffic department of Wash- 
ington, D. C., made public July 10th, show 
that the inerease in arrests for drunken- 
ness (48% increase in the opening months 
of 1934) parallel the 57% increase in traf- 
fic accidents in which liquor played a part, 
and a 42% increase for driving while in- 
toxicated. 

Secretary Morgenthau, of the U. S§&. 
Treasury, recently declared that bootleg- 
ging is a flourishing industry, and that 
he is asking for $7,000,000 for the purpose 
of hiring 4,000 enforcement officers. He 
says that more than one-half of the liquor 
drunk in the U. S. is manufactured by 
moonshiners and sold by bootleggers, all 
this in spite of the fact that repeal was 
to put an end to the bootlegger. 

Now that states have fallen over each 
other in voting wet, and the 18th Amend- 
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ment is destroyed, the question of what to 
do with this evil is looming large. Bishop 
Magee of St. Paul, a Methodist Bishop, 
was asked by the Governor of Minnesota 
to serve on the control commission, as 
were other prominent Prohibitionists, and 
with both grace and reason he respect- 
fully declined. In an open letter to the 
Governor he said: “I have seen every 


scheme that is now advocated tried; they — 


have all failed more ingloriously than 
Prohibition ever did. I travel much, and 
our so-called non-intoxicating beer makes 
me see each week more drunks and dis- 
gusting near-drunks than I saw during the 
entire period of Prohibition. The men 


who have led the people back into this — 


period of debauchery now have the prob- 
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lem of control in their hands as far as I 
am concerned; until they show the utter 
falsity of all their pious utterances about 
temperance, by producing what is destined 
to be the most debauched age America 
ever knew. The people have voted to turn 
this matter over to the Wets. I believe 
in giving the people what they want.” 

We glory in Bishop Magee’s spunk, and 
feel that no self-respecting Prohibitionist 
ean afford to serve on any control com- 
mission. Such an alliance would make 
them participate in the crime. Let the de- 
bauchery go on. Let the people who have 
demanded liquor have as much as they 
want; the rest of us will stay indoors, or, 
if we go on the highways at all, keep 
far to the side until the debauch is over. 
A few years and we will be more sick of 
the saloon than we were when we adopted 
the 18th Amendment. 

Already many of the newspapers are 
erawfishing. Their editors and owners 
greatly profited by the wet propaganda, 
but now that their columns have accom- 
plished the infamous result, few of them 
are willing to assume the responsibility 
of serving on Control Boards. 

We urge upon pastors, Sunday School 
teachers, and all Christians the importance 
of unceasing effort in temperance educa- 
tion. Let us do our utmost to keep our 
precious boys and girls from falling a 
prey to the insidious propaganda of the 
liquor mongrels. Who knows but that 
sooner than we realize our efforts may be 
erowned with success. 

A. J. Levengood, 
W. S. Adams, 
Meryle McPherson. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


John R. Mott, World Citizen, by Basil 
Matthews. Published by Harper & 
Brothers. Price, $3. 

One need not read far in this book until 
one is convinced that the character por- 
trayed was truly a world citizen. The 
aim of the author is not to paint a por- 
trait of Dr. Mott, but rather to bring to 
our attention the marvelous work that has 
been accomplished by this man of God 
and the need of world tasks as he saw 
the need. The reader of the book cannot 
help but be amazed of the vast amount 
of work crowded into the life of this one 
man. 

The author treats the beginning of his 
life up to the time of his definite decision 
to engage in Christian work, while a stu- 
dent at Cornell University, in chronolog- 
ieal sequence. Following his decision to 
engage in Christian work the life work of 
Dr. Mott is considered in certain periods 
and under subjects dealing with distinc- 
tive functions of his life work. The build- 
ing up of the Cornell University Christian 
Association was local. Upon his gradua- 
tion from Cornell he took up this work 
on a national seale and later upon an 
international scale. 

There is a distinct period in his life 
work from 1897 to the World Missionary 
Conference at Edinburgh in 1910. During 
this period there was a strengthening of 
the World’s Student Federation with 
which there was linked the Student Vol- 
unteer Movement. At the same time he 
helped to extend the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association and thereby ministered 
unto youth in all walks of life. 

Another distinct period in his life ex- 
tends from 1910 to the outbreak of the 
war. Throughout this period as the chair- 
man of the Continuation Committee of the 
Edinburgh Conference he endeavored to 
make real the findings of that Conference 
in the different nations of the world. 

The war period, 1914-1918, was a chal- 
lenge to save the three world movements 
which he was largely responsible in launch- 
ing, the World’s Christian Federation, the 


- World’s Alliance of Young Men’s Chris- 
tian 
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Associations, and the association of 
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the national councils in the Continuation 
Committee. The first organization re- 
mained intact. The Y. M. C. A. found need 
for urgent work among the soldiers in 
both the Allied and German forces, and 
it was saved. The third movement faced 
many difficulties, due to the fact that the 
German Christians were cut off from con- 
tact with their mission fields and the work 
in missions fields suffered greatly. 

From 1918 to 1928 Dr. Mott gave him- 
self largely to the work of reconstructing 
the work of these three movements. His 
tact, diplomacy, and his acceptance on 
the part of the peoples of the world as a 
world citizen lend itself to this tedious 
and delicate mission. The work was well 
done. The Missionary work led up to the 
Jerusalem meeting in 1928, and by this 
time the missionary situation was seen 
less in geographical terms of East and 
West, but rather in functional terms of 
the relation of the world mission of Chris- 
tianity to industry, to the rural life, to 
education and to non-Christian systems of 
thought and faith. 

The present period in his life work ex- 
tends from 1928 onward. In 1928 he re- 
signed his executive responsibility as it 
related itself to the World’s Student 
Christian Federation and the national 
general secretaryship of the Young Men’s 
Christian Associations of the United 
States. His energies are devoted to the 
furtherance of the world mission of Chris- 
tianity and his life work is at its flood- 
tide. 

Dr. Mott had many alluring offers in 
the political and educational fields. In 
the distinctively religious work he was 
sought to fill high positions in the Church. 
He weighed these overtures in the spirit 
of prayer and under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit he was constrained to refuse 
each one and continue in the work he de- 
cided upon while a student at Cornell Uni- 
versity. Throughout these years he con- 
tinued upon the path decided upon in 
the days of his youth and would not 
swerve either to the right or the left. 
The results of his labors are a proof of 
the wisdom of his choice. The book deals 
with the life work of one of God’s best 
colleagues, and it deserves a wide circula- 
tion, —P. J. D. 
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MRS. MAY WILLAUER 


A great sadness was cast over St. Paul’s 
congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., with the 
going of Mrs. May Willauer to her eternal 
home, Mar. 21. St. Paul’s was the Church 
home of her mother for many years. Above 
the altar is a beautiful window which she 
had placed there in memory of her mother 
and which gave her great pleasure in the 
giving. She was ever ready to help in 
all the work of the Church, not grudging- 
ly, but generously; always joining in its 
work with such friendly willingness that 
all learned to have great respect for her. 
Having traveled much and being a fine 
linguist, with a broad mind, she was an 
ever welcome visitor in the home as well 
as in all Church work. If there were those 
in the Church who had need of her help, 
they were not forgotten. She will be 
missed also in the Auxiliary of Home- 
wood, our old folks’ home in Hagerstown, 
Md. In her home, she was the one they 
looked to for counsel and help. Being a 
kind daughter and sister, she will be great- 
ly missed. One sister and a niece survive 
her. H. M. F. 


REV. PROF. ALVIN SYLVESTER 
ZERBE, PH.D. 


Dr. A. 8. Zerbe died Thursday, Mar. 21, 
1935. Having been born Oct. 27, 1847, he 
reached the age of 87 years, 4 months and 
24 days. He was born in Reading, Pa., 
from which his parents moved soon after 
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his birth to the neighborhod of Delaware, 
Ohio, where he grew up and attended the 
publie schools of the neighborhood. 

He was a student at the Ohio Wes- 
leyan University from 1864 to 1867. He 
then attended Heidelberg College at Tiffin, 
Ohio, and graduated there with honors in 
the class of 1871, classical course. He 
studied in Heidelberg Theological Semi- 
nary from 1871 to 1873. In 1879 he gain- 
ed the title of Ph.D., from the Illinois 
Wesleyan University. He studied in the 
University of Leipzig, in Germany, of 
Columbia, New York, and of Chicago. 

He was ordained in the ministry of the 
Reformed Church of the United States 
and did missionary work in Cincinnati, O., 
where he was also assistant editor of the 
“Christian World”, then published in Cin- 
cinnati (1873-1875). He was adjunct pro- 
fessor of mathematics and ancient lan- 
guages in Ursinus College, Collegeville, 
Pa., 1875 to 1879; professor of Greek, 
German, and French in Heidelberg Col- 
lege, 1879 to 1888. Due to the sickness of 
the Rev. J. H. Good, professor of Dog- 
matics and Practical Theology, the Board 
of Trustees of the Seminary “requested 
the Rev. H. H. W. Hibschman and the 
Rey. A. 8. Zerbe to give as much assist- 
ance as possible to Rev. Herman Rust in 
the work of the Seminary. The work of 
these brethren was appreciated.” On the 
death of Dr. Good and the withdrawal of 
Dr. Hibschman, Dr. Zerbe continued in 
the Seminary work. In the Minutes of the 
Synod of Ohio we read: “Dr. Zerbe, now 
giving his full time to the Seminary, was 
put on full salary.” 

The Seminary Board at a special meet- 
ing, May, 1888, overtured the Ohio Synod 
to establish a third professorship, that of 
Hebrew and Old Testament Theology, and 
recommended “The Rey. Alvin S. Zerbe, 
Ph.D., to said professorship, for which he 
possesses very commendable qualifications, 
at a salary of $200 for the first year, $250 
for the second year, and $300 for the 
third year as the maximum.” (Minutes 
1888, pages 5, 6.) This position he held 
(surely with increased salary) until the 
union of Heidelberg and Ursinus institu- 
tions in the formation of Central Theolog- 
ical Seminary in 1907. Dr. Zerbe was 
chiefly instrumental in effecting the union 
of these two institutions under the name 
of Central Theological Seminary, and fill- 
ed the chair of Systematic Theology, 1907 
to the retirement of Dr. David Van Horne 
in 1912. 

From 1907 until the retirement of Dr. 
David Van Horne, there was, due to the 
coalescence of the two faculties, some 
overlapping, but in 1912, Dr. Zerbe be- 
came the sole occupant of the position of 
Systematic Theology, and the Hebrew and 
Old Testament subjects hitherto taught by 
Dr. Zerbe were taken into the department 
of Hebrew Language and Literature. This 
chair of Systematic Theology, in the 
stricter sense, he held until his retire- 
ment in 1922, after which he continued 
for several years to teach minor courses 
in his department until he ceased teaching 
altogether in the Seminary. But he never 
really ceased studying and writing in 
theological and philosophical lines. He 
literally died in the harness. 

He was a voluminous reader and writer, 
careful and greatly painstakjng, a man 
of intense convictions, not easily swung 
from his course by “the latest isms’, how- 
ever widely accepted. He crossed swords 
with the Barthians, bought “everything 
Barthian”, and read nearly a hundred 
books and pamphlets on the subject in 
four different languages (he was more or 
less versed in 14 languages) and wrote a 
book on Barthian Theology. In addition 
he wrote a book on “The Old Testament 
for Our Times” (1888); “The Hammurabi 
Code” (1905); “Antiquity of the Hebrew 
Language and Literature” (1911); and 
“Ts Reconstruction of Christian Doctrine a 
Present Possibility?” (1914). 

Dr. Zerbe was, however, at home not 
only in ancient lore, for there was noth- 
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the world of thought and action 
that was not of interest to him. He 
might truly say, “Homo sum, nihil hu- 
manum mihi alienum est”. 

In 1894, at the age of 47, he married 
Sallie Leaman, granddaughter of Colonel 
Hiviling, founder of Xenia, Ohio. They 
lived together until her death in 1919. 
They are now buried side by side in the 
Xenia Cemetery. His was a long and busy 
and useful life as thinker and teacher, and 
he will be remembered for what he thought 
and taught. —G. S. 


DR. ALVIN S. ZERBE 


In the passing of Dr. Zerbe, a great 
teacher and a great scholar has gone from 
us. His mind was acute, accurate, ana- 
lytical. His mental processes were orderly 
and sequential. To approve of his prem- 
ises was also to accept his conclusions. 
His was a rare mind. 

As a prerequisite of a great teacher, he 
was an untiring student. He had a great 
passion for truth. To discover new ranges 
and new depths of truth was his life’s 
work. The scope of his study and investi- 
gations was remarkable. Rarely was he 
asked a question on any subject that it 
was not evident that he had explored the 
particular field of truth to which the 
question pertained. Whatever subject 
claimed his attention was the object of 
his study until he was satisfied that he 
had thoroughly compassed that particular 
field of truth. His own massive library 
is very comprehensive and in his various 
studies he made it his practice to seek 
out the available materials of the leading 
libraries of the country. 

His subjects of special interest were 
philosophy, psychology, theology, and 
cognate subjects. He was a linguist of 
rare attainment, having a working knowl- 
edge of many languages. Of these he was 
specially efficient in the languages in 
which the Holy Scriptures were first writ- 
ten. He traveled widely and was a care- 
ful student of the life and customs of 
the ancient peoples. He was a student of 
science and drew upon it largely in the 
discussion of questions of his major inter- 
ests. 

So intense and constant was his study 
and his literary work that it was a matter 
of surprise that his apparently frail body 
so long sustained his active efforts. But his 
well ordered life and his systematic daily 
program of recreation and physical exer- 
cise, including long daily walks in the open 
air and the sunshine, with proper periods 
of rest, did much to preserve his physical 
strength. 

His long and thorough search for truth 
led him to a tenacity to the view of the 
truth as he came to see it. If he ever 
appeared a bit polemical with reference to 
the truth it was because his long study 
had brought him into such an assurance 
of the elements of the truth. He made no 
compromise between his vision of the 
truth and error. He was a scholar of the 
old school. Yet he was strictly conversant 
with the last word spoken and written on 
the various subjects of his keen interests. 
For every great social effect he sought 
out the cause which he usually found in 
some fundamental principles which were 
either observed or neglected. It was for 
these principles which he regarded as 
fundamental that he gave himself without 
stint. 

Dr. Zerbe was a somewhat prolific 
writer. His books show careful prepara- 
tion, prolonged study and research, and 
have attracted the attention of the great 
scholars of the world. 

While engaged so largely in the schol- 
astie fields of thought he was ever alert 
and deeply interested in the questions 
of the day and the current events in the 
life of our country and of the nations. 
Even in his advanced years he was de- 
voutly interested in affairs National and 
International. 
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Dr. Zerbe was first of all and chief of 
all a teacher. He studied that he might 
know in order that he might impart his 
knowledge to others. It is a great thing 
to be a teacher. Truth is life’s greatest 
possession. To enrich one’s mind with 
truth and impart that truth to others is 
a supreme calling of life. Teaching does 
not consist merely in the imparting of 
knowledge but in so imparting that knowl- 
edge that it makes life and character. 
Life must come into harmony with truth. 
Teaching must ever touch the springs of 
action in human life. 


Dr. Zerbe was graduated from our Theo- 
logical Seminary when it was known as 
Heidelberg Theological Seminary 62 years 
ago, since which time he has been a 
teacher in Ursinus College, Heidelberg 
College and Seminary, and Central Theo- 
logical Seminary, either in an active or 
emeritus relation. During these long years 
large numbers of students have been un- 
der his instruction and were inspired by 
him in their search for truth. His keen 
mind and accurate mental processes made 
their indelible impression upon them. His 
great emphasis on the fundamentals of 
truth has done much to steady the men 
who were formerly his students in these 
days of loose thinking and wavering sys- 
tems, 


It need searcely be said that the Church 
is under deep obligation to God for the 
service of this great life. The life service 
now closed is one of unusual character. 
It was a specialized service. Such service 
is fundamental to the life of the Church. 
It was a service of preparation of the 
minds and hearts of others to preach and 
teach. There is no way of measuring such 
a life and such a service, nor need it be 
measured. It is essential, however, that 
we shall be grateful for such a service in 
the Chureh and the Kingdom of God. 


As our departed friend was always deep- 
ly concerned about the fundamental truth 
of religion and the fundamental doctrines 
of our faith, he had an abiding trust in 
Him of whom he taught as the Author 
of all truth. We hear the words of the 
Son of God ringing down through the 
centuries, “Because I live, ye shall live 
also.” When a Christian friend goes hence 
whose voice is sweet with the melody of 
praise, who has enriched the anthems of 
the choirs of the Church here, we think 
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of his joining the choir of the heavenly 
host. When we think of the great soul 
winner, we think of him meeting those 
who have been snatched from the way 
of error to enter into the joys of the 
redeemed. When we think of one who — 

has spent a long life in penetrating 
into the mysteries of religious truth 
whose very intensity of life is to know — vv 
the truth, fairly burdened with the 

limitations of the present life; when he 
passes over, as our aged friend has done, 
we think of the truth made plain in ‘mn. 
other realm. As Paul said: “Now we see — 
in a mirror, darkly; but then face to face: 
now I know in part; but then shall IT 
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know fully even as I also was ful 
known.” The joy of truth yearned after 
here but known dimly, then is revealed it 
its fulness in the light of another world. 

—Henry J. Christman a } 
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HENRY C. BARNHART i) a 


Mr. Henry C. Barnhart of York, “Pas : 
died on Saturday evening, Mar. 16, at his 
home, 826 S. George St. His genial per- 
sonality, his smile of weleome and his 
friendliness for everyone will be missed 
by all who knew him. He was a genuine 
Christian gentleman and business man, * 
ways faithful and loyal to his Church. 

Mr. Barnhart was born June 17, 1861, at 
Mount Joy, Lancaster Co. His early “A 
was spent in the Church of God in 
town. In 1881, he entered the employ 
John Baer’s Sons of Lancaster, booksell- 
ers and almanac publishers, where, un 
1899, he was a familiar figure to studen’ 
of Franklin and Marshall College a 
Seminary. In 1887, he married N 
Landis of Lancaster, and joined 
Church, the First Chureh, under Dr. | 
zel. There he served as S. 8. teacher 
librarian. In 1899, he bought out a bo 
store in York and joined Trinity 
Church. For some years he was a des 
in that Chureh and remained one 
most faithful members, attendi 
ly until a few days before his death, 
Barnhart’s wife died about three ye 
and he is survived by a daughter, 
stewardship secretary of the W. 
General Synod. Funeral serv 
conducted Mar. 19 from his ho 
pastor, Rev. Dr. A. S. Meck 
friend, Rev. Robert Thena, o 
Church. : 


